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PARASITE. 
CHAP. 1 


4 Calculation upon the net Produce of Wit 
and Humour, with ſome nautical Obſervas 
tions upon the Courſe of the Veſſel of Knows 
ledge into the Port of Fortune.—The Au- 
thor's Expectations clearly deduced from the 
Number and Kind of his Readers—Is un- 
expeftedly interrupted by a great Critic, 


and the Hero himſelf. 
\ ö N vended by the Yard, and ſecond- 
hand by the Pound, it would 
ſeem. ſcarce worth a Chapman's While, not 
poſſeſſed of a weighty Stock, to engage in the 
Traffic : For if his Veſſel of Knowled ge does 
Vor., I. : B not 


HEN new Wit and Humour are 
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not contain ſome hundred or two of Tons, 
he probably will profit little by the Freight, 
as the flimſy Manufactures of Allegories, Si- 
milies, and Parodies produce but light Com- 
modities, and the Fabrication of Epiſodes, 
Fables, Dialogues, and Cataſtroßhes, are ſel- 
dom worked up with ſuch Materials as will 
occaſionally ſerve for Ballaſt, in any Storm 


- of Life or Whirlwind of Misfortunes. Yet 


with ſo ſmall a Venture as two neat Pocket 
Volumes, IJ have, Whittington like, put it on 


board the good Ship Fortune, Q. D. C. and hope 
to caſt Anchor in every Bookſeller's Shop of 


any Conſequence in the Kingdoms of England 


and Scotland, the Principality of Wales, and 


the Town of Berwick upon Tweed. 

To quit all Figure and Allegory, which 
1 have acknowledged to be ſo unprofitable, 
and ſpeak to-my Readers in a Manner I would 
willingly have them attend to me : If only 
every hundredth Perſon in England and Wales, 


not to mention my Ultra-Tweedi/h Cuſtomers, 


ſhould purchaſe one Copy of theſe my Works, 


I ſhould ſell, by Computation, at leaſt twelve 


thouſand, and making proper Allowances for 


a 


„ 1 
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1 k 
E, 
* 
* 
. 


THE PARASITE 3 


all the neceſſary Expences of uſhering this 
valuable Performance to the Public, not for- 
geting the very Sheet of Paper I am now writ- 
ing, I ſhould gain the net Sum of three thou» 
ſand, four hundred and ſeventy three Pounds 
nineteen Shillings and eleven Pence three 
Farthings, neither more nor leſs. Or, if 
theſe Expectations may be thought too ſan- 
* guine, if only every Paraſite in England were 
to purchaſe this Work, excited by a Curio» 
ſity of ſeeing his own Picture drawn at full 
length, I might reaſonably expect three or 
four thouſand good Cuſtomers, who having 
long lived upon the Fat of the Land, at other 
Mens Expence, might for once by an invo- 
luntary Generoſity, contribute towards the 
Aſſiſtance of a Bard, who never before laid 
the Public under any Contribution, and 
who has devoted ſo much of his Time to their 
— 5. 

Methinks, I already hear ſome Hyfer-Cris 
tic cry, with an Air of Triumph—* Hey 
* day ! good Mr. Author, what has all this 
to do with your Paraſite? You might as 
„ well have wrote a Sermon, or a Dying- 

B 2 ** ſpeech, 
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« ſpeech, and given it the Title you have 
“ prefixed in your firſt Page; where is the 
* ſame Genius with whom we are to be 
brought acquainted—is not he ſhaved yet, 
or has he not got a clean Shirt to appear 
in:?“ All in good Time, impatient Mr. 
Hyper-Critic, you will have enough of his 
Company preſently, with very little Invita- 
tion; and when once he has been introduced 
you may be abundantly plagued with your 
Companion before you are able to get rid of 
him; for a regular-bred Paraſite, like certain 
regular bred Phyſicians, never takes any Hint 
but the broad one: So that you had better 
enjoy a little Repoſe before he arrives, that 
you may be the more able to ſupport his Im- 
pertinence during the Length of his Viſit. 
But mum, —I hear him at the Door; and 
he is ſo thorough- paced a Sycophant, that he 
will take no Refuſal, but gain Admittance, 
whether we are at home or no; engaged, or 
at Leiſure; diſpoſed to have Company, or 
be in private; chuſe to eat alone, or be de- 
voured; it is all the ſame to him Callipee 
is the Word, and Gluttony muſt enſue. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. | 

Some Account of our Hero—his Ancęſtry and 
Nativity—and a critical Diſquiſition 6. 
the Stars upon the Occaſion, His future 
Deſtiny prognefticated. A curious Argu- 
ment upon ſcholaſtic Learning more curi- 
oufly terminated, The Conviction it fur- 
niſbes to our Hero, who. was an unobſerved 
Auditor. 


„JJ. Aa. Tas OWE... aa. 


ERE our Hero to be brought upon 
the Stage, as indeed a Hero ſhould, 
we mult beat the Drums, ſound the 'Trum- 
pets, and, having clapped a Plumage of at 
leaſt a Yard high upon his Head, uſher him 
in with all the military pomp of a Cæſar or 
an Alexander. But our Hero, though he is 
really a Hero, and what is more of this Hi- 
Flory, requires no ſuch Pomp—no ſuch Pa- 
rade—no ſuch Cerempny—He would rather 
1 1 | chuſe 


(20 has 
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chuſe to ſkulk in unobſerved, and now and 
then partake of a Repaſt, without ſo much as 
being heard, or even ſeen. 

That the Reader may be no longer kept in 
Suſpenſe, the Subject of theſe Sheets is nei- 
ther more nor leſs than the celebrated Doctor 
Swallow, fo famous in the Republics of Phy- 
fic and Eating. It is well known to many, 
as indeed it neceſſarily muſt, as he has ſo 
often repeated it, that he drew his firſt Breath 
at Wrexham in Denbighſhire, North Wales. 
His Father was an honeſt Parſon, and lived 
upon the Income of a ſmall Curacy, which 
enabled him however to drink Leb Ale, and 
eat fat Bacon. His Son Die came into the 
World without any remarkable Circumſtance 
whatever attending his Birth. His Mother 
Was afflicted with the uſual Pains, and 
brought him forth at the uſual Time. Nei- 
ther a Dove nor a black Raven perched upon 
the Window at the critical Minute, nor was 
he afterwards fed with Honey by a Swarm of 
Bees in his Cradle. In a word, it would 
puzzle the deepeſt Cafuiſt, and greateſt Prog- 
noſticator, to deduce from any remarkable 

| Occur- 
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Occurrences attending his Nativity, whether 
Dick would be an honeſt Man or a Rogue, 
an Infidel or a Bigot, a Cuckold or a Cuckold- 
maker, | | 

Thus bereft of any the ſlighteſt Phenome- 
non that might ſerve as a Clue to Dick's fu- 
ture Paſſions, Character, Diſpoſitions, or At- 
tachments, he was likely to take his Chance 
in the uſual Commerce of the World, in De- 
ſpite of all that the Aſtrologers could do in 
his Favour; for though they could diſcover 
with Hudibras, that 


There's but the Twinkling of a Star 
«© Between a Man of Peace and War, 
A huffing Lawyer and Pickpocket, 
A great Philoſopher and Blockhead,” 


yet they were quite in the dark with reſpect 
to Dick Swallow's Career, and for once could 
not- | | 


* Make the Infant-Stars confeſs, 3 
Like Fools or Children, what they pleaſe,” 


80 that we ſhall find ourſelves under the ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of following our Hero Step 
| B 4 by 
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by Step in the Advances he makes towards 
Manhood and Paraſitiſm, without being able 
to anticipate any thing but the ſingle Cha- 
racter in our Title Page. 

As Dick was Born a Gentleman, and his 
Father before him, who could trace his ge- 
nealogy in a ſtreight line up to King Edgar, 
it was ſoon reſolved Dick ſhould follow no- 
thing but a genteel Profeſſion. The Reverend 
Mr. Swallow would fain have had that re- 
verend Title been hereditary in his Family; 
but prudently conſidering that all his Intereſt 
at Court, notwithſtanding the pure Streams 
of royal Blood that flowed in his Veins, had 
never been able to procure him a Living of 
above Forty Pounds a Year, in all Likelihood 
his Son might not be able to create any more 
real Friends at St. James's than himſelt ; that 
the Reverſion of the Curacy he could not be- 

queath him, and that perhaps he might be 
unable even to obtain ſo valuable a Living as 
he himſelf enjoyed: Add to this, that now 
Mrs. Swallow's Fruitfulneſs had demonſtrated 
itſelf, after Seven Years Marriage, he was 

not without Hopes of having a Second, or 
9 . : Q . even 


— * we c—_ * 
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THE PAN, 
even a Third Son, who might either be a 
Lawyer or a Parſon (for he was reſolved to 
have confined all his Iſſue, had they been ever 
ſo numerous, to the Three learned Profeſ- 
ſions); and therefore Phyſic to him appeared 
the moſt eligible for Dick, eſpecially as his 
Wife's Brother, who lived in the ſame Town 
in the Capacity of an Apothecary, had agreed 
to take his Firſt Child, if it ſhould be a Boy, 
Apprentice, without Fee or Reward. 
Thus then, without the Intervention of 
the Stars, we ſee Dick deſtined to Pharmacy 


aad the culling of Simples. He was placed 
at the beſt Writing-School in all Wrexham ;; 


where having attained the firſt Rudiments of 
Learning, his Father took him under his own 
Tuition to teach him Greek and Latin, 
which he was reſolved Dick ſhould not be 
deficient in. Perhaps a more immediate Cauſe - 
might be traced for taking our Hero from a 
public School than the great Attention paid 
to his Erudition, And this the Reader may 
ſurely be enabled to diſcover, when he re- 
flects upon the Smallneſs of Mr. Swallow's 
Thou, and what Part of that he could rea- 

ſonably 
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ſonably be ſuppoſed to allow for his Son's 
Education, l 

Though we would willingly ſet off our 
Hero to the beſt Advantage, we cannot poſ- 
ſibly aver that he made any rapid Progreſs in 
his claſſical Learning, nor did he give his Fa- 
ther all the Satisfaction he could have wiſhed 
tor upon this Head. On the contrary, Mr. 
Swallow was more than once highly inclined 
to pronounce Dick (though his only Son and 
Heir, deſcended in a right line from King Ed- 
gar) a Blockhead. 

Mr. Evans, Dick's Uncle, would ſometimes 
argue with his Brother-in-law upon the Su- 
perfluonſneſs of what was generally under- 
ſtood by a claſſical Education. He ſaid he did 
not perceive the Neceſſity of Greek and He- 
brew for a Mechanic or a Tradeſman ; or in- 
deed for a Gentleman, unleſs he was in- 
tended for a Divine : That many uſeful Stu- 
dies were neglected to obtain a ſuperficial 
Knowlege of the dead Languages, which were 
ſeldom brought into play, whilſt a proper 
Acquaintance with Hiſtory, Geography, Phy- 
ſics, and Aſtronomy, was looked upon as an 

unneceſſary 
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unneceſſary Acquiſition, To this Mr. Swal- 
I anſwer'd, he could never agree with his 
Brother upon that Subject ; for that it was 
abſolutely neceſſary for every Gentleman, and 
more particularly every one intended for the 
genteel Profeſſions, to have a proper Know- 
lege of Greek and Latin; ſo far at leaſt as to 
read and underſtand them: And that as he 
never intended his Son ſhould be a Mechanic, 
and as he hoped the learned Vocation of Phyſic 
would reſcue Pharmacy from being a Trade, 
his mechanical Argument no way affected 
him; ſo that he ſtill ſtood in need of all the 
Greek and Latin he could poſſibly retain, To 
this he tagged this concluſive Interrogation, 
„“ With what a Grace can a Doctor take 
“ his Fee, after having wrote his Recipe 
in Latin, when he can repeat with Hipßo- 
* crates, 
« OO Bie- fee, 1 de rex vn PAHPN, 0 & 
Kcupos Ede, 1 de E oPRnepny N 1 de uolcis 
Xaneny.” 
Sir (replied Mr. Evans) I never read a 
% Word.of Hippocrates ; and yet I think my- 
8 ſelf as good an Apothecary as any in Nerth | 
« ales: 


cc 


cc 


Arr. 


* Wales: And though I cannot read Virgil 
* or Horace with any ſort of Reliſh, I think 
I underſtand Gallipot Latin as well as any 
* of the Trade; and never made a Miſtake | 
in a Compoſition ever ſince the firſt Day 
* of my Apprenticeſhip. And I warrant 
% you I'll make him as good an Apothecary 
* as myſelf, without knowing a Syllable ei- 
* ther of Greek or Latin.“ | 
Mr. Swallow had not an immediate Op- 
portunity of anſwering his Brother-in-law, 
being at this critical Juncture (when he 
had prepared no leſs than Ten Strings of 
Quotations, which he had formed into an 
extempore Syllogiſm) ſummoned to Dinner, 
the Fumes of the Barley-Broth diſſipated 
every Shred of Learning, and left no other 
Subjects of Inveſtigation or Diſſection than 
a Neck of Mutton and Turneps, which, in 
Deſpite of Mr. Swallow's great Attachment 
to the dead Languages, had the Rhetoric at 
preſent to attract all his Attention, He never- 
theleſs entertained a very ſhallow Opinion_ of 
his Brother's Underſtanding and Parts, eſpe- 
cially as it was very plainly deducible from 
his 


. 


c . Ars. MW. 


—_— WF. YE . WP 


RE 20. . a A ACSC oO AS. . 


Mr 


W 


THE PARASITE. 13 


his Reaſoning that he intended Dick ſhould be 
all his Life-time confined to the Counter ; 
whereas his Father had a much nobler Plan 
of Learning and Occupation for him. He 
was not without Hopes of obtaining for his 
Son a Diploma, though he might ſerve an Ap- 
prenticeſhip to his Uncle, to gain a Know- 
ledge of the preparative Practice of Phyſic; 
but it was the extenſive Theory, and his 
Depth of Knowledge in the learned Lan- 
guages, that he built upon in his future 
Career. 

Dick, who had liſtened to the Converſation 
which paſſed between his Father and Uncle, 
was thoroughly convinced of the Rectitude 
of Mr. Evans's Reaſoning, and was firmly 
reſolved from that Moment to look upon Ho- 
mer and Virgil (whom he had always hated 
from his Heart) as his greateſt Enemies, and 
though dead, both in Law and Equity, he 
declared open War againſt' them and all their 
Adherents.. 


ed to have found him before this Time deal- 


cially as any derogatory Opinion precipi- 
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CHAP, III. 


A great Piece of Condeſcenſion to the Learned, 
The invaluable Addition the Importance of 
this Work receives therefrom. A Blank is 
proved an ine/timable Prize. 


RAY, Mr. Critic, what do you think of 

our Hero now ?—I ſuppoſe you are 
aſhamed to keep Company with ſuch an illi- 
terate Fellow as Dick Salla; — you expect- 


ing out Greek Heroics by the Volume, and 
Hebrew Roots by the Handful, juſt as he 
might Simples :—But it Greek and Hebrew 
have with you ſuch irreſiſtible Charms to 
recommend a Man, 1 ſhall not let Dick 
be deſpiſed upon this Score, —more eſpe- 


tately formed of him, might prove highly 
detrimental to him in his tuture Connexions 
„ and 
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and Acquaintance, ſome of whom may not 
only be Perſons of high Rank and Quality, 
and of courſe great Merit and extenſive Eru- 
dition, but profound Bookworms, and even 
walking Lexicons ; ſo that rather than any 
Slur ſhould be caſt upon him for his Igno- 
rance of the dead Languages, I will give him 
Credit myſelf for a whole Chapter of Quota- 
tions from Heſiod, Homer, Sappho, Pliny, Ho- 
race, Virgil, and the reſt of the Claſſics. After 
all, you had better not provoke him (or me, 
it is juſt the ſame) to ſo much Pedantry in 
any one Chapter, which, though it may prove 
great Erudition, and of courſe afford high 
Entertainment to you and all ſuch profound 
Critics, may perhaps be extremely ſurfeiting 
and nauſeating to the Majority of my Readers, 
who may imagine, if they had wanted ſo 
much good Reading, they would have had 
Recourſe to the Fountain Head, and read 
thoſe antient Writers in the Originals, or at 
lealt in their Tranſlations. | 
However, as I would endeavour to pleaſe 
all my Readers, from Pedants down to Igno- 
ramus's, and as the firſt cannot poſhbly be 
WO fatisfied, 


36 THE PARASITE. 


ſatisfied with ſo little claſſical Learning as 
they have already found here, ſo it will be 
neceſſary to indulge them with a Space ſuffi- 
cient for {ſuch Quotations as may ſuit their 
Taſte though not their Genius; and as the 
Value of this Work muſt certainly be en- 
hanced by its being partly in Manuſcript, it 
is deſired of the learned Readers to ſupply 
the Remainder of this Chapter with the moſt 
valuable Notes, Obſervations, Commentaries, | 
various Readings, &c, &c. Gc. as they ſhall 
find ſuitable, inſtructive, and ornamental. 
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And now, that the Reader is made a Party 
concerned in this Performance, and that he 
is become a joint Writer with myſelf, he will 
doubtleſs hold this Work of more Value upon 
his own if not upon my Account, And having 
therefore already fixed the Value and Im- 
portance of the Production, I ſhall conſider 
myſelf under no farther Reſtraint in the Pro- 
ſecution of it, but give a full Swing to my 
Fancy, Genius, Invention, Wit, Humour, 
Senſe, Learning, and Erudition, which ex- 


ceeding all Bounds, muſt of courſe ſurpaſs 


all Expectation. 


C 2 CHAP. 


THE PARASITE. 1g 


( 
15 
fd 
if 
| 


— 


20 THESE ZFARASTTYE. 


CHAP. IV. 


e Diſguſt Dick takes at his Situation, — His 
Deſign to ſee the Capital. His Father will 
give no ear to his Solicitations, —A Por- 

trait of Dick's Miſtreſs, and ſome Account 
of his Intrigue.— The Progreſs he makes in 
his Amour. A Diſcovery very diſagree- 
able in its Conſequences to Richard, which 
precipitates his Journey to London.—The 
various Agitations of his Mind in this Di- 
lemma, 


ICK had not been long bound Appren- 

tice to his Uncle, before he began to 
entertain a very deſpicable Opinion, as well 
of his Maſter, as of his Profeſſion ; and 
though he had not made any great Progreſs 
in the Claſſics, he had acquired ſufficient 
Knowledge of them to render him vain of his 
own Abilities, and make him deſpiſe thoſe of 
6. his 
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his Uncle. Urged by theſe Motives he preſ- 


ſed his Father very hard to ſend him to Lon- 


don, where he might enlarge his Ideas and 
extend his Knowledge: But his Father would 
liſten to no ſuch Propoſals, repreſenting the 
Injuſtice he ſhould be guilty of towards 
his Uncle, if he were to wreſt him out of his 
Hands juſt when he was beginning to be ſer- 
viceable in his Profeſſion, more eſpecially as he 
had taken him without Fee or Reward, and 
had cloathed and maintained him for near 
two Tears. | 

Dick no way reliſhed this Manner of ar- 
guing, as he had the Vanity to imagine he 
had been of more Service to Mr. Evans than 
any Expence he could poſſibly have put him 
to could balance; nay, he urged, that he had 
more than once prevented his expoſing him- 
ſelf by writing bad Engliſh, and had even 
corrected the falſe Orthography in his Labels 
and upon his Gallipots. 

Our Hero would certainly "9 fulfilled 
his Intent of making a Journey to the Capi- 
tal, if he could any way have contrived to 
raiſe the neceſſary Finances, but be was al- 
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ways ſo much ſtraitened in this Reſpect, that 
he never had an Opportunity of accumulating 
above a Guinea with all his Oeconomy and Fru- 
gality. An Accident which ſome- time after 
happened in Mr. Evans's Family expedited 
the Execution of Dick's Scheme, which now 
became particularly eligible, when the Ex- 
tent of Dick's Caſh was ſo little ſuited to the 
Journey, that it did not exceed a King Wil- 
liam's Crown-piece, a Queen Aun's Shilling, 

and three Silver Three-pences. | 
It may not be unneceſſary to premiſe that 
Mr. Evans kept a Maid; that is, a Maid- 
ſervant, who was plump, ſanguine, vigorous, 
and carroty ; moreover her Name was Kate. 
It ſo fell out that Kate had not been many 
Months in Mr. Evans's Service before ſhe in- 
creaſed in Bulk, became drowſy, and, in a 
Word, ſtupdd. Finding a Change in her na- 
tural Habit, and living with one of the Fa- 
culty, ſhe had no Occaſion to go far for Ad- 
vice. The Reader may perhaps ſurmiſe that 
ſhe was with Child ;—Dick had ſome Suſpi- 
cions of it himſelf at firſt, but he ſoon chang- 
ed bis Opinion, when ſhe applied to him for 
Advice, 
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Advice, and he pronounced her Diſorder to 
be a Plethora. 

This was Greek to Kate, yet ſhe was ſatiſ- 
fied Dick was right, and as it was a Plethora, it 
was therefore neceſſary ſhe ſhould loſe a little 
Blood, and as ſhe entertained no Doubt of his 
Skill in Phlebotomy, whoſe Aſſiſtance could 
ſhe call in more ſpeedily or more cheap than 
Dick's ?—Jn a word he bled her more than 
once, which reſtored her to her uſual Viva» 
city, Chearfulneſs, and former good Habit 
of Body. 

From this Time a ſtrifter Intimacy took 
place between Dick and Kate : Dick would 
read Story-Books, and even Plays to her, and 
ſo well ſuited his Paſſages to his Paſſion, 
that it was not long before Kate was prevail 
ed upon to believe, as all the great Folks ſhe 
bad read (no, heard read) of had been pre · 
vailed upon, there could be no great Harm 
in her condeſcending to let Dick be the hap- 
pieſt Creature in the World, as he called it. 

This Intrigue continued for ſome Time, 
without any one in the Family having the 
leaſt Suſpicion of the Connexion, when un- 

C 4 luckily, 


As E. 


Inckily, as Fortune would have it, Kate's 
Apron-ſtring became too ſhort ; and though 
it was a Plethora before, it was certainly a 
Pregnancy now. Mrs. Evans, who was a 
very induſtrious Woman, particularly with re- 
gard to her Maids, and who had ever given a 
very ſtrict Eye to the Chaſtity of her Houſe, 
and to that End always locked D:ck in, after 
pinning his Curtains, was greatly ſurprized 
and aſtoniſhed at the Diſcovery. She took 
Kate to taſk, with a full Reſolution to make 
her acknowledge the whole ; but Kate ob- 
ſtinately denied every Tittle of the Accuſation, 
and with much Effrontery and Reſolution 
underwent a thorough Inſpection of her Ma- 
ſter Mr. Evans, who, having properly wiped 
his SpeRacles and fixed them upon a very ele- 
vated Noſe, which had been no {mall Advocate 
formerly with Mrs. Evans, entered into a moſt 


critical and elaborate Examination, after which 


he pronounced, with ſome Emphaſis, that 
ſhe either might or might net be with Child; 
that it either might be the Dropſy, or it might 
not. Mrs. Evans was very far from being 
fätisfied with this Determination, though ſhe 

owned 
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owned it a great deal ſtaggered her, as ſhe 
had pinned Dicł's Curtains every Night ſince 
Kate had been in the Houſe, and that ſhe 
never went a Holiday-making, and never ſtaid 
on an Errand, Mrs. Evans was however re- 
{olved to know the Bottom of it, and ſhe now 
took Dick to taſk, who as reſolutely denied 
every Accuſation, as Kate had done before; 
proved the Curtains were never unpinned in 
a Morning, and that it was impoſſible he 
could get out of his Room till ſhe unlock- 
ed the Door. This was Reaſon, this was 
aimoſt Conviction to Mrs. Evans; though 
ſhe might have ſome ſhrewd Suſpicions of 
the Fallacy of Dick's Argument, had ſhe re- 
flected that there was no greater Difficulty to 
gct out of Bed at Night than there was in the 
Morning, though the Curtains remained 
pinned ; and that, though ſhe locked the 
Door on the Outſide, it was eaſily opened by 
an Haſp of the Inſide. 

But theſe Conſiderations never occurred to 
Mrs. Evans, and the ImpraQicability of Kate's 
being rendered pregnant without her Pri- 
vacy, baffled even theſe Teſtimonjes. As 

4 | O 
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to Mr. Evans, the Inſpection Kate had un- 
derwent had ſo fully convinced him of her 
Exemption from Guilt, that he was eaſily 
prevailed upon to conſider her Conduct, how- 
ever protuberant her Belly might be, as no 
way criminal ; ſo that ſhe had fairly foiled 
her Accuſers, and her Miſtreſs was ready to 
pronounce her innocent, by aſſigning a Cauſe 
for theſe common Diſorders in young Wo- 
men. 


But her Belly became every Day a ſtronger 
Evidence againſt her ; and when her Miſtreſs 
conſidered Kate as immaculate, the Neigh- 
bours began to cry out Shame, upon coun- 
tenancing ſo ſcandalous a Maid. I/rexham 
echoed with Kate's Shame, 

Till Offa's Dyke re-bellow'd with the Din. 
Mrs. Evans was forced into a Diſbelief of her 
Virtue, when ſhe began to entertain the moſt 
favourable Opinion of it. | 

It was this Circumſtance, thus publickly 
propagated in the Streets of Wrexham, which 
could not fail ſounding upon the tabor of 
Dick's Ear, that made him precipitate his 
Journey to the Capital. All the Terrors of 
a Priſon 
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a Priſon preſented themſclves before him. 
He ſaw nothing but Hemp and Dungeons, 
the Opprobrium of his Relations, the Tyran- 
ny of the Magiſtrates, the Perfidy of his Miſ- 
treſs, the Yelling of the Bantling, all, all 
prompted him to haſten his Journey for London. 
But what was he to do for a Support ? Beg- 
ing his Way up to Town did not appear to 
him the molt eligible ; he more than once 
ruminated upon taking a Purſe upon the 
Road ; but, beſides his being entirely unpro- 
vided with Arms, he was alſo deficient in Re- 
ſolution; and alk-paraſitically inclined as he 
was, he inherited Virtue enough from his An- 
ceſtors to reſiſt ſuch a Temptatian. 


CHAP. 
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Dick's Expedient ſarn putting his travelling 
Project into Execution, Sets out without 
being ſuſpeFed, His Reveries upon his 
Fourney—arrives at a Fillage. The Cauſe 
of invading the Territory of his Finances. 

A cogent Reaſon for purſuing a direct oppo- 

. fite Method to the common Run of Travellers. 
Some Deſcription of the Inn, the Haſtler, 
the Landlord, and the Reception he meets 
with, His Landlord's Apprehenſions of an 
epproaching Famine—diverted by the Good- 
neſs of his ewn Ale. A Specimen” of his 
Hoft's IWit and Humour, which our Hero 
no way reliſbes. Dick retires to Reſt—4s 
ideally aſſaulted by bis Landlord. The Maid 
interferes, and its Event. 


Ly 


1 AT E's Venter every Day became more 
prominent, and the Urgency of Dick's 


Expedition conſequently the more enforced 
itſelf, 
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itſell. In a Word, according to her Reckon- 
ing, as well as that of our Hero, ſhe was now 
within a Month of her Time, ſo that leſt ſhe 
might drop to Pieces a Week or two prompt 
Reckoning, he reſolved to tarry no longer in 
Wrexham, but ſet off for Landen, even though 
his Capital was il in ſuch an unpromiſing 
State. To this End he packed up his beſt 
Suit of Cloaths, with as many clean Shirts as 
he could muſter, in an old Portmanteau be- 
longiog to his Uncle, and waited for no- 
thing now but an Opportunity of procuring 
himſelf his Father's old Dapper Mate, which 
he for a long Time had his Eye upon, as ſhe 
was his only Hopes of Conveyance. 

This Opportunity preſented itſelf two Days 
after, which was on the Sunday, whilſt his 
Father and Uncle with their Families were 
at Church, when he ſaddled the grey Mare, 
and, having conveyed her about a Mile from 
Town, where he faſtened her to a Tree in 
a By-lane, he ſoon after carried his Port- 
manteau in a hand Baſket without being ſuſ- 
pected, as Kate was equally impoſed upon, 
with the reſt who obſerved him, by this De 
vice, 
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vice, imagining that the hand Baſket contain 
ed nothing but Medicines. He no ſooner 
reached the Spot where old Beſs was faſtened 
than he took out his Portmanteau, and throw- 
ing aſide the Baſket, faſtened it with a Cord 


upon his Rozinante, and mounting his Steed 


ſet forth upon a handſome Trot towards the 
Capital. 

Dick had not got many Miles from Wrex- 
ham, which was however farther than he 
had ever before emigrated, when his Mare 
ſlackened her Pace, and with her Speed the 
Expediency and Propriety of his Journey be- 
gan now to appear in a very different point 
of View to what it had a few Hours before. 
The Raillery of the Town's Folks, the En- 
mity of his Relations, and even the Terrors 
of a Jail, were now greatly ſoftened in 
their Aſperity, and Dick ruminated upon the 
Folly of ſuch a Journey as he had under- 
taken, without a Friend to apply to, unre- 
commended, and incapable of two Days Sup- 
port. Beſides, he conſidered, not without 
ſome Reaſon, that the Step he had taken in- 
curred him, with much greater Propriety, 


the 
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the Diſcountenance, Reproach, and Oppro- 
brium of his Relations, than any natural Slip 
he had made upon the Turf of Venus. 
Thus ruminating upon the Folly and Ridi- 
culouſneſs of his Expedition, he unthinkingly 
approached Middlechurch, a ſmall Town 
about Twenty Miles diſtant from Wrexham, 
Fatigued not only with the Length of Tra- 
velling to ſo juvenile a Horſeman, but by 
the Want of Nutriment, and above all the 
mortifying Reflections which forced them- 
ſelves upon him, Dick found it impracticable 
to journey any farther that Night : So that a 
keen Appetite, and a very ſore Breech, were 
ſufficient Arguments with him to make the 
firſt Incroachment upon the Territory of his 
Finances. Dick, unaccuſtomed to Peregrina- 
tion, did not follow the common Method of 
Enquiry upon arriving in a Town or Village ; 
that is, for the bet Inn in it; which indeed 
moſt frequently turns out the wort, for two 
evident Reaſons; Firſt, becauſe it is the ufual 
Receptacle of Strangers, whom the Hoſt ima- 
gines he has an excluſive Privilege to fleece 
at Will ; and Secondly, that as Strangers they 
| are 
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are not qualified to think whether they are 
well or ill treated even according to the Ex- 
orbitancy. Now Dich took the direct oppo- 
ſite Method; and conſulting only his real 
Friend, though a very ſmall one, that was his 
Caſh, who informed him, the very worſt Inn 
would more immediately ſuit with his Fin- 
ances; he accordingly made the ſtricteſt 
Search for, and was at length ſhewn it (after 
much Purſuit) by one who bore the Maſter of 
it a particular Enmity, and imagined by giving 
it that Character, inſtead of recommending 
him a Cuſtomer, he precluded him of one: But 
in this his Malice had a very contrary Effect, 
for Dick took his Character au pi? de la lettre, 
and repaired ſtraight forward to it. The Sign 
at firſt ſtaggered Dick, as it conveyed to him 
the Idea of a much better Inn than he had the 
Deſiga of ſojourning at; but eſpying ſome 
of the upper Caſements had not their full 
Complement of Panes, he was in Hopes the 
inward Appurtenances might reſemble them, 
and in this he was not miſtaken, for he had 
no ſooner alighted. at the Door, than a 
Wench, whoſe Rags would ſcarce cover. her 

Nakedneſs, 
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Nakedneſs, and who ſerved in the triple Ca- 
pacity of Cook, Chamberlain, and Hoſtler, 
took his Horſe by the Bridle, and conducting 
it through the Paſſage, put it in a Place 
which. ſhe called a Stable, but which upon 
Enquiry was found to be the Pantry, He 
was uſhered into the Kitchen, where the 
Landlord was ſitting before the Fire, occupy- 
ing two Chairs, one being employed for the 
Support of his lame Leg, which he thought 
a ſufficient Apology for preventing any one 
coming to the Fire on that Side, However, 
Dick found Place enough for ſqueezing in 
a Chair oppoſite to him, and began early to 
alk what there was to eat in the Houſe; he 
was anſwered, in the genuine Bonzface ſtile, 
every Thing; but, upon farther Enquiry, he 
found every Thing was comprized in a Rem- 
nant of a Hock of Bacon which had been 
dreſſed for Dinner, and which our Hero paid 
his Compliments to as ſoon as he could get 
at it, | 

Though Dick's irreſiſtible Appetite had 
hurried him into this Extravagance (as he at 
preſent conſidered it) having a conſtant Re- 

VorL. I. D | gard 
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gard to the State of his Pocket, he eat not 
without ſome intermitting Compunctions in 
the Heat of his Regale. The Landlord, who 
had kept a conſtant Eye upon Dick ever ſince 
he had taken the tenth Slice, had forgot the 
Pain in his Leg for a full Quarter of an Hour, 
and had even broke off in the Middle of his 
favourite hunting Story, juſt at the very 
important Criſis of leaping a ſix- bar Gate, 
in ſome meaſure ſtopt the rapid Progreſs of 
Dick's Knife and Fork in the compleat Diſ- 
ſection of the Hock of Bacon, by fixing his 
Eyes ſo ſtedfaſtly upon him as to remind him 
of the great Devaſtation he was making in 
the Family Diſn, which our Hero did not 
know was to have been the great Foundation 
of eating for the whole Week. The Hoſtler 
(that is the Cook) brought the Cheeſe, much 
againſt her Maſter's Inclination, who enter- 
tained not the leaſt Doubt that Dzick would 
ſhew as much Dexterity as a Sculptor upon 
this Subject, as he had before as an Ana- 
tomiſt upon the Limb of the unfortunate 
Animal juſt removed from before him, or that 
this would be a Sequel to his Concert of eat- 
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ing, and would require nothing but Marrow- 

bones and Cleavers to complete the Trio. 
Though the Hoſt could not refrain aſking 
the Wench in an angry Tone, if the Gentle 
man had called for the Cheeſe ? Dick was 
not thereby diſcountenanced from paying it a 
due Regard; and had he not ordered a ſe- 
cond Mug of Ale and drank the Landlord's 
Health, who was very ready to pledge him, 
he certainly would have aroſe, lame as he 
was, to have made a general Remove. Dick 
perceived the Landlord's Agitation of Spirit, 
which he at firſt attributed to the Pain he 
might be under with his Leg; but his Eyes 
being conſtantly fixed upon him or the Table, 
and never making a greater Excurſion than 
from him to the Cheeſe, and the Cheeſe to 
his Mouth, he concluded the Landlord ima- 
gined he had no Money in his Pocket; and 
though this was not abſolutely the Caſe, a 
Conſciouſneſs of his not having a great deal, 
excited him to ſhew what he had, and he 
therefore aſked the Landlord, whilſt he was 
{till piddling with the Cheeſe, what he had to 
to pay for eating? To this the Hoſt very per- 
D 2 tinaciouſſy 
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tinaciouſly replied, he could not tell him fill he 
had done. Dick took the Hint, and drew his 
Chair to the Fire, when the Landlord reſumed 
his wonted Communicativeneſs, leaped the ſix- 
bar Gate in an Inſtant, and, though he had 
met with ſo great an Interruption by Dick's 
long and affecting Repaſt, was in at the 
Death, | . 

The Landlord having ſiniſhed his Story 
preciſely at the ſame Time as he did the 
Mug of Ale, he told Dic he had an excellent 
Joke to tell him about the Parſon, but that it 
would loſe much of its Merit if the Mug was 
not repleniſhed, our Hero, greatly againſt his 
Will, called for another Recruit : © And now, 
« Sir, faid he, I'll tell you how he ſerved 
„Squire Smack the Day before Yeſterday— 
* the Doctor would fain have had the Squire 
* treat him, but being tired of doing it ſo 
often, the Doctor agreed to toſs up for 
% a Mug of Ale, and (wonderful to think of 
1e Joſt and paid for it: But mind here comes 
te the Joke, the Ale was no ſooner brought, 
« than taking it in this Manner, he ſaid to 


«« the Squire, Here's to you, ——and, ha! 
© ha! 
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« ha ! ha !—left juſt as much for the Squire 
« as I have done for you.“ 

This was a Piece of Wit Dick was neither 
prepared for, nor could much reliſh, eſpecially 
as he found a Replenition was to be the Price 
of the Joke. However, he ſubmitted to the 
Tyranny of Humour, and ſuffered his Land- 
lord to call with a jocular Sneer for another 
Pot of Ale. . 

Though Dick, from the various Agitations 
of his Mind, and the uncommon Fatigue! 
had undergone, was much inclined to retin 
early to Reſt, he was nevertheleſs prevailed 
upon, by the uninterrupted Loquacity of his 
Landlord, to ſit up two full Hours longer 
than he choſe, during which Time he was 
entertained with the private Hiſtory of the 
whole Neighbourhood ; upon which, how- 
ever, his Hoſt prudently took care to caution 
him to Secreſy. | 

Though Dick at length obtained his Diſ- 
miſſion from the Kitchen, and was ſhewn to 
his Apartment, which was very far from being 
elegant, either in reſpect to itſelf or the Fur- 
niture, yet it was ſome Hours before he could 

.D3 reſign 


38 THE PARASITE. 


reſign himſelf up to Sleep. He could not re- 
frain ruminating upon his melancholy Situa- 
tion; that he had already expended near 
Half-a-Crown of his ſmall Stipend, beſides 
what his Horſe might have devoured, without 
having yet gotten more than twenty Miles 
from Wrexham. In this diſtracted State, he was 
revolving in his Mind upon the moſt eligible 
Step he could take, and whether it were bet- 
ter to purſue his Journey under theſe diſad- 
vantageous Circumſtances, or to return back 
to his Maſter, and endeavour at a Reconci- 
liation. Juſt as he was taking the ſeventeenth 
Turn from his right to his left Side, with- 
out having yet come to any Concluſion, or in- 
deed being likely to come to any, his Land- 
lord's Leg came plump againſt the Pineal 
Gland, and truck it with ſuch Violence, that 
he cried, with uncommon Vociferouſneſs, 7 
* have it,” which awaked the Maid who lay in 
the next Room, and who being unaccuſtomed 
to ſuch Midnight Outcries, came running in 
to know if any Accident had happened to our 
Hero. He was at firſt unguarded enough to 


; be 
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be ready to inform her how her Maſter had 
ſerved him, but recollecting himſelf that he 
might turn the Aſſault to more Advantage, 
by keeping it a Secret (though he had no In- 
tentions of putting the Aſſailant in the Crown) 
he diverted-her Curioſity, by informing her, 
© he was addicted to talk in his Sleep, 
C and that ſhe muſt not be ſurprized at any 
e ſuch Declamations for the future.” This 
Information ſatisfied her, and ſhe retired, 


D 4 
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CST... YE 


The Affair which concluded the laſt Chapter made 
up without the Intervention of the Lau- 
yers—An Eclairciſſement of this myſterious 
Incident by a profound Secret in Dick's Pe/- 
ſeſſion ; is however prevented communicat- 
ing it to Advantage for the preſent His 
Church-yard Gonverſation, and the Invita- 
tion he receives from the Parſon, The Con- 
folation he receives from his Hoſt Pays the 
Viſit to the Ecclefraſtic—the Mortification 
he meets with, and the Abruptneſs of his 
Departure. 


—_— 


HIS accidental Aſſault, which the un- 
informed Reader may be apt to con- 
» clude was performed by the Hoſt in an Act 
of Inebriety, or whilſt he was walking in his 
Sleep (though by-the-by he was ſo lame he 
could 
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could not walk at all) was no way diſagree- 
able to Richard, who, though a Hero, re- 
ccived this ſame kicking with much Compla- 
cency and no {mall Satisfaction. To talk no 
longer in Parables, when Dick was upon 
the very Brink of Deſpair, a Thought en- 
tered into his Head which afforded him great 
momentary Pleaſure, in hopes of affording 
his Landlord, by his chirurgical Skill, as 
much laſting Conſolation by the Removal of 
his Pain. 

It ſhould have been premiſed, that Mr, 
Evans, although his pharmatical and chirur- 
gical Knowledge was much circumſcribed, 
was poſſeſſed of a Noſtrum, which he ſuc- 
ceſsfully applied in many Caſes of Erup- 
tions and Ulcers in the Legs, when va- 
rious other Applications had been ineffectually 
made. Dich had often prepared this Me- 
dicine, and was therefore as much in the 
Secret as his Uncle; and it was the Hopes of 
recommending himſelf by this Means to his 
Landlord, and obtaining a ſuitable Recom- 
pence, that had occupied Dzck's Thoughts, 

and 
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and placed him (in Imagination) at London in 
Affluence. | 


Theſe Reveries and Reflections, by turns 
diſagreeable and agreeable, had employed ſo 
many Hours, that when Aurora began to 
dawn, Dick, notwithſtanding his ſtrong Diſ- 
polition to Sleep when he firſt retired to 
Reſt, had made but a ſmall Progreſs in the 
deſtined Buſineſs of the Night. He never- 
theleſs aroſe and dreſſed himſelf, in hopes to 
have found his Landlord as diligent as him- 
ſelf, and deſcended into the Kitchen with the 


full Reſolution of diſemboguing his Propo- 


fals, and offering his medicinal Abilities to his 
invalid Hoſt, 

In this he was however for the preſent diſ- 
appointed ; for he found it was not yet the 
Hour for his Hoſt to riſe : And upon En- 
quiry of the Female Hoſtler, he was informed 
he never got up till Nine. This in ſome 
meaſure diſconcerted Dich, as the Plan of his 
future Operations were to be regulated by the 
favourable or unfavourable Reception his of- 
fered Service ſhonld meet with; reſolving, 


in caſe his Landlord ſhould refuſe his Aſſiſt- 


2 ance, 


THE PARASITE. 43 


ance, to ſet off for London, withont permit- 
ing the moſt earneſt Solicitations of the keen · 


eſt Appetite to ſtop him on his Journey till 


he arrived at the Capital. In taking this Re. 
ſolution Dick had 'not properly weighed the 
Length of his Ride before he ſhould have 
finiſhed it, or thought of the ſcarce Practica- 
bility of faſling one hundred and forty-ſeven 
Miles upon a Stretch. 

Dick in the mean time endeavoured to di- 
vert his Melancholy by taking a Walk through 
the Village, in order to make a Survey of the 
Buildings and Edifices. But his Curioſity 
was highly diſappointed, in finding nothing 
but a few thatched Houſes, or any Conſtruc- 
tion that could be called a Building, ſave the 
Church; and this indeed was proportionably 
mean with the parochial Habitations. In 
loitering in the Church-yard, and examining 
ſome of the monumental Inſcriptions, he was 
accoſted by the Parſon, whoſe principal Vir- 
tue, and which he moſt eminently valued 
himſelf upon, was riſing early in a Morning. 
Dick made ſome Obſervations upon the 
Tomb-ſtones, which happened to chime in 

with 
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with the Doctor's Way of Thinking; and 
after converſing with him about an Hour, he 
was invited to his Houſe to partake of a Bot- 
tle of October in the Afternoon. Dick re- 
flecting upon his critical and problematical 
Situation, at firſt excuſed himſelf, ſaying, he 
was not certain whether he ſhould ſojourn 
till the Aſternoon, as it depended upon the 
Return of a Meſſenger whom he had diſ- 
patched upon ſome particular Buſineſs ; but 
that if his Affairs would let him tarry ſo long, 
he would doubtleſs do himſelf the Pleaſure of 
walting upon him, 2 
The Time now approached of the Hoſt's 
riſing, and Dick returned to the Inn, having 
prepared an interrogatory Speech concerning ' 
his Health, and the Recommendation of his 
own Abilities for reſtoring it. The Hoſt was 
charmed with his Gueſt's profound Learning 
and Skill, and was perſuaded that he who 
could talk ſo well concerning Prognoftics and 
Diagnaſtics, muſt certainly have it in his 
Power to give him immediate Relief; ſo that 
Dick was cheriſhed. and looked upon from 
that Moment as one of the Family. This 
admi- 
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adminiſtered no ſmall Conſolation to our 
Hero, as he found himſelf, by theſe means, 
releaſed from diſcharging his Bill of the pre- 
ceding Night ; and fluſhed with greater Spi- 


rits than any he had been animated with 


ſince his Departure from Wrexham, he waited 
upon the Parſon, agreeable to his Invitation. 
In the Courſe of Converſation the Curate 
acquainted Dick that his Living produced him 
near Two hundred a Year; but that from 
Principles of Religion and Morality, he ex- 
pended not more than Forty Pounds a Year 
for the Neceſſaries of Life which the Exi- 
gencies of kuman Nature demanded ; but 
that he employed the Remainder in much 
more noble and ſatisfactory Ules—— charitable 
Donations. | 
This furniſhed our Hero with what he 
thought a very ſeaſonable Opportunity of in- 
timating to this truly worthy Divine the 
ſcanty State of his preſent Finances, and that 
a ſmall friendly Aſſiſtance would be of the 
moſt eminent Service to him ; expatiating 
upon his want of Friends either upon the 
Road or at the Capita!, whither he was 
bound ; 
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bound; and that he might have been ex- 
poſed to the moſt imminent Dangers and try- 
ing Neceſſities, if he had not met with ſo 
worthy and hoſpitable a Benefactor. 

This unexpected Attack upon the Divine's 
Beneficence readily cauſed an intire Reforma- 
tion in his Sentiments; and his moral To— 
pics were eaſily changed from Charity and 
Benevolence, to Temperance, Oeconomy, and 
the Happineſs reſulting from a Man's own 
Mind, abſtractedly from the Res Pecuniaria, 
which he abſolutely inſiſted upon was no- 
way eſſential in procuring philoſophical Con- 
tentment and moral Felicity, Dick was a 
good deal mortified to find that the Expoſi- 
tion of his Circumſtances had procured ſo 
very contrary an Effect upon the Doctor's 
Benevolence; and he early retired, heartily 
diſguſted with his Hypocriſy and falſe Pre- 
tences to Virtue, which his Conduct clearly 
evinced he was an utter Stranger to. 


CHAP. 
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The Landlord's Concern at Dick's Chagrin— 
Gains at length the Secret from him— 4c- 
quaints him with an Anecdote, which gra- 
tifies Dick's Spleen. The rapid Succeſs of 
Dick's Noſtrum — Receives his Fee, and con- 
tinues his Fourney—An Accident which 
happens to a great Foxhunter furniſhes him 
with an Opportunity of ſhewing his Skill in 
Phlebotomy — The Squire's Ingratitude—— 
Dick /ells his Horſe, and takes a Place in 
the Cheſter Stage—The Converſation of the 
Paſſengers —Some Outlines of their Cha- 
rafters— An uncommon Adventure at an 
Inn—Dick's good Fortune with Belvidera. 


HE Diſappointment Dick met with from 

the Parſon's pſeudo Charity, had a good 
deal mortified him : And upon his Return to 
the Inn, his Hoſt perceived, by his Dejection 
of 
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of Spirits, that ſomething had happened to 
diſpleaſe him; and having by this time a high 
Opinion of our young Galen, whoſe Appli- 
cations had already given him conſiderable 
Eaſe, he was very inquiſitive into the Cauſe 
of Dick's Melancholy ; in regard to which our 
Hero at firſt evaded ſatisfying him; but being 
more and more preſſed to reveal the Burthen 
of his Mind, he at length frankly told him 
what had paſſed between him and the Par- 
ſon ; which furniſhed the Landlord with an 
Opportunity of commenting upon his Hypo- 
criſy and Avarice, which were ſo well known 
in the Neighbourhood, that his Pretenſions to 
Charity and Benevolence were a flanding Jeſt 
in the Pariſh, ever ſince a Pariſhioner, whoſe 
Father had been principally inſtrumental in 
procuring him the Curacy, actually periſhed 
for Want at his Door, where he had been ſuþ- 
plicating Alms for ſome Hours, the very Day 
he had preached a favourite Sermon of his 
upon Charity and Beneficence. | 
This Anecdote did not a little gratify 
Dick's Spleen, which had been immoderately 


irritated from the Behaviour of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtic; 
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ſiaſtic; and the Agreement he now entered 
into with the Landlord to lodge and board 
gratis, and receive a Guinea upon perfecting 
the Cure, did not a little alleviate his Anxiety. 
Our Hero, who was at this time unſkilled in 
the Chicanery of Phyſic, and did not practiſe 
the uſual Method of prolonging a Cure, in 
order to fleece his Patient, gave his Landlord 
ſuch ſpeedy Relief, that in leſs than Ten Days 
he acknowledged he already looked upon 
himſelf as cured, and that he ſhould fulfil 
his Agreement ; which he did, by giving 
Dick the promiſed Fee, ſaying, he was cer- 
tain if -he left ſome of the Medicines he had 
already adminiſtered to him, he had no Occa- 
ſion to detain him from any other Buſineſs he 
might have elſewhere. 

Fluſhed with this early Succeſs, and ani- 
mated with this conſiderable Addition to his 
Fund, our Hero having taken Leave of his 
Hoſt, and heartily curſed the Parſon, re- 
ſumed his Journey towards the Capital. Dick 
had paſſed two Stages, and put up at as many 
different Inns, when he found his Caſh, even 
in its aggregate State, would laſt him but a 
Vo. I. E very 
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very ſhort Time; and though he had at firſt 
reſolved to faſt his Way up to London, he be- 
gan to find he had made no ſmall Miſtake in 
the Computation of the Extent of his Jour- 
ney, and the Flexibility of his Appetite : So 
that Dick's Vanity was not a little mortified 
in diſcovering he was ſo very bad a Geogra- 
pher, and ſo very erroneous a Philolo- 
pher. 

Whilſt Dick was thus jogging on, and ru- 
minating upon his Ignorance, an Accident 
happened, much to our Hero's preſent Satiſ- 
faction. A neighbouring Squire, who was a 
celebrated Foxhunter, and had been all the 
Morning the foremoſt. in the Chace, was 
thrown from his Horſe in leaping a Six-bar 
Gate. Dick came up to him very opportune- 
ly, and having performed Phlebotomy on 
him, he accompanied him to his Houſe, which 
was a few Miles diſtant, where Dick was in- 
treated to paſs a Day or two, and with which 
he readily complied. The Squire ſoon reco- 
vered from the Hurt he had received by the 
Fall, and heaped many Compliments upon 
Dick's Skill and Abilities, which by-the-bye 


was 
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was all the Recompence he received; ſo that 
at the End of three Days he took his Leave 
of the Squire, and renewed his Journey with- 
out being a Farthing the richer for the Ad- 
vice and Attendance he had given this cele- 
brated Foxhunter. 

The nearer Dick approached the Capital, 
the nearer he came to the Bottom of his 
Pocket, and finding that his Queen Ann's 
Shilling was now become the Sum total of 
his Stock, it was Time to think of ſome Ex- 
pedient for railing the neceſſary Supplies for 
the Turnpike Road to London, Dick could 
hit upon no other Project than the Sale of his 
Horſe, reſolving to walk the Reſt of the Way 
up to Town : But there were two very ma- 
terial Objections, which did not then occur to 
him. The firſt was the Want of a Purchaſer, 
and the ſecond, that he was one hundred 
Miles W. N. W. of the Meridian of London. 
However, the firſt was preſently removed by 
his Landlord's agreeing to give him Forty 
Shillings for his Beaſt, though he had no Man- 
ner of Occaſion for him; and his Plan of Tra- 
velling was changed by the Information he 

E 2 received 
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received of the real Diſtance of the Capital, 
and the Arrival of the Chefter Stage with a 
vacant Place. 

Dick looked upon this as a lucky Event, 
and though he ſtood out luſtily for ſome 
Time to have the Forty Shillings tranſmuted 
into Gold, when the Coach was upon the 
Point of departing, his Reſolution failed him, 


and he took the Money and the vacant Place. 


Our Hero now conſidered his Fortune as al- 
ready made, that is, that nothing could prevent 
his getting to London, but the breaking down 
of the Coach, or the Death of the Driver ; ſo 
that he preſently began to contemplate the 
Company he had got into, and ſoon joined in 
Converſation. 

Amongſt his fellow Travellers the firſt who 
attracted his Attention was a tall raw-boned 
Figure, with a ſhabby laced Coat and a Cue 
Wig, who broke Silence with, Upon my 
& Shoul now, this Scoundrel of a Ccachman 
lies ſo very low, that, by Jaſus, I believe I 
« ſhall be in Town a Week later than [ arrive; 
« and if Mr. Mac Connor, the Iriſh Banker, is 
gone over to Cales before I fee him, I que- 
« ſtion 
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« ſtion whether I ſhall ſee him till he comes 
© back, and ſo ſhall loſe the Opportunity of 
receiving 500/, which I paid to myſelf in 
Dublin, that I might receive it in London,” — 
I preſume, Sir, ſaid Dick, that you are an 
« Jriſh Gentleman.” © Upon my Shoul, Sir, 

* now your are quite out; you may ſee by 
my talking, that I could never get at the 
© Brogue in all my Life, though I've lived in 
Ireland ever ſince I was born. Not at all 
I am an Engliſbman, I can aſſure you, Sir 
* I've only been tother Side of the Water for 
&* little Amuſement, and to ſee my Rela- 
« tions, who are all Engliſhmen as well as 
© myſelf. My Father, Sir, was Knight of 
* the Shire for—bo, bo, bo—how do you 
call the County where London ſtands?“ — 
« Middleſex, Sir, IJ believe you mean, ſaid 
„Dic.“ © Ay, by my Shoul, you are very 
right; I mean Middle-Efex. He ſerved in 
four Parliaments, and was offered a Place at 
“furt, but upon my Shoul now he refuſed 
it, though they would have ſent him over 
“Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and you know 
that was his own Country.“ 


E 3 By 


een. 


By this Time a meagre Figure, who ſat 
next to Dick, and who, by the various Agita- 
tions of his Shoulders and Features, teſtified 
no ſmall Diſguſt at the Hibernian's Rhap- 
ſody, interrupted him. Qui eſt ce que c'eſt 
toutes ces ſottiſes, qui'l nous dit; jai etẽ 
* au ſervice pendant plus de dix ans—jai ſer- 
« vi en Allemagne —à l' Amerique aux Indes 
% —et pardi partout, et je ne fais pas un ta- 
page comme cela!“ | 

Mr. O'Galligan (which they afterwards 
found was the firſt Orator's Name) reſumed 
with, Pon my Shoul now, no Body under- 
56 ſtands you, you may as well talk Araback.” 
No Body onderſtand me (replied the French- 
* man abruptly) den you muſt be all des ig- 
* norans, des barbares, des Iroquois; not on- 
* derſtand de Langue univerſelle, which be 
* ſpoke all over de Verld, in all de Courts of 
« Europe, et que diantre—you pretend to be 
&« deGentilman and no onderſtand de French!” 

O Sir (ſaid Galligan) if you call my 
« Gentility in queſtion, upon my Shoul you 
© call my Life too in queſtion; and look 
* you here (drawing a Piſtol out of his Poc- 

s ket) 


* 
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* ket) I ſhall inſiſt upon Satisfaction if you 
« do not fwallow your Words faſter than you 
can ate them.“ | 

* You want de Satisfaction of me (the 
* Frenchman anſwered) by Gar, I am very 
ready to give it you, for though I have 
* been oblige to leave ma Patrie for an Af- 
* fair d' Honneur, I can teach de Englis a littel 
« Politeſſe with de Point of my Sword,” 

“ Poh, poh (cried Galligan) what is your 
Affair d'Honeur as you call it, perhaps kill- 
* ing a Man or two at moſt ; why I have left 
« five at a Time ſprawling before the Fire at 
% ZMERES>"" 

This extravagant Rhodomontade ſet them 
all a laughing; and the female fellow Paſſenger, 
who had not till now opened her Mouth, 
entered into Converſation, which diverted the 
Combatants from coming to ſuch Extremities 
as there was ſome Reaſon to apprehend from 
the warm Manner in which they argued, and 
their own modeſt Accounts of their Feats of 
Bravery. 

They ſoon diſcovered that ſhe was an Act- 
reſs, and was returning from the Dublin 
E 4 Theatre, 


aw 
mou 
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Theatre, where her Expectations had been 
diſappointed, the tall Manager being in Ar- 
rears with moſt of his Performers, ſo that 
having had her Benefit, ſhe was making the 
beſt of her Way to London, in hopes of being. 
engaged for the enſuing Seaſon, notwitſtand- 
ing the ſolemn Agreements entered into by 
the Managers of both the Theatres of not 
employing ever after any that ſhould deſert 
the Engliſh Banner, 

Belvidera, for it was in this Character ſhe 
generally figurcd, had gained ſome Applauſe 
upon the Dublin Theatre, as well from her 
Merit as an Actreſs, as from her Beauty as a 
Woman ; and ſhe had therefore the greater 
Hopes of ſucceeding in London, where ſhe 
had before received ſome Overtures of an ad- 
vantageous Nature from a Nobleman of the 
firſt Rank. All theſe Talents, Charms, and 
Hints uniting together to attract the Atten- 
tion of her fellow Travellers, every one en- 
deavoured to particularly demonſtrate his Aſ- 
ſiduity; and of courſe (he travelled at free 
Coſt, though in all Appearance ſhe was the 
moſt able of the four to bear the,Expence. 


Being 
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Being arived at the Inn where they were 
- to paſs the Night, the Frenchman very po- 
. litely deſired her to order Supper, and begged 
; as they had made but an indifferent flying 
* 


Dinner, ſhe would conſider, as they do in 

France, that Supper ſhould always be looked 
/ upon as the beſt Meal. A viſible Change of 
. Countenance appeared in the Hibernian Hero 
t as well as Dick, at this earneſt Requeſt, yet they 
endeavoured to hide the Emotion it gave them, 
and with a forced Complaiſance ſeconded the 
Deſire. The Lady was eaſily perſuaded to 
go into the Kitchen and order as good a Sup- 
per as the Houſe could afford. 

At Supper the Frenchman ſung a little Air 
of his own compoſing, nor was Teague be- 
hind hand with him, for he roared out a Tiþ- 
perary Catch with ſuch Vociferouſneſs that 
he alarmed the Neighbourhood ; and Dick in 
turn was compelled to ſing. It may be ima- 
gined Belvidera was not paſſed unnoticed : 
ſhe aſſiſted in the Concert; and every one 
ſeemed to vie with each other in being as 


agreeable as poſſible. 


The 
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The Hour of Retirement now approach- 
ed, and they were ſhewn to their reſpective 
Apartments. Dick's Spirits were greatly ex- 
hilarated with Wine, and the ſparkling Eyes 
of Belvidera had reccived freſh Luſtre from 
the circulating Glaſs : Carroty Kate's moſt 
enticing Charms were all eclipſed by Com- 
pariſon, 


And then ſhe could talk, 
Good Gods! how ſhe could tall: ! 


Sucha rapid Revolution of Ideas naturally cen- 
tered in Nature, and the Blood of King Edgar 
began to glow in every Vein. Dick was by 
this Time undreſſed all to his Breeches, and 
in endeavouring to diveſt himſelf of theſe, 
ſuch a powerful Advocate pleaded the Cauſe 
of Love, that he no longer heſitated taking a 
Reſolution of repairing to the Lady's Bed- 
chamber, | 
He had wiſhed her Good-night upon the 
very Threſhold, fo that had not even natural 
Sympathy attracted him to the Spot, he could 
£2ly have diſcovered it without inquiring. 


Dict 
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Dick had explored his Way half the Ex- 
tent of the Gallery, when he laid his Hand 
upon ſomething animate, which in a faul- 
tering Voice cried out, EV] diantre, eſt cequ'il 
ya des revenus ici ? and he had not gone two 
Paces farther before he ran full butt againſt 
another Being, who exclaimed with ſome- 
what more Emphaſis, © By St. Patrick, I 
believe the Houſe is haunted.” Dick knew 
the Voice too well to ſuſpect his being aught 
but Fleſh and Blood upon a very carnal Er- 
rand; ſo that he ſtepped of one Side and got 
to his Duicinea's Door juſt as the two peri- 
patetic Lovers began to joſtle in the Dark. 

The Frenchman in groping his Way had 
hit the /ri/bhman a Slap on the Face, who re- 
turned the Compliment with a Blow of the 
double Fiſt that brought Monſieur to the 
Ground, and not being contented with this Sa- 
tisfaction, excited, perhaps, partly by a Frag- 
ment of their former Altercation, and partly 
by Jealouſy, he redoubled his Blows, till Mon- 
ſieur, by the repeated Cry of Murder! de 
Teevees me ſhall be kill! O Miſericords ! 
brought the Chamberlain and half a dozen 

others 


„ PARTASTTE; 


others with Lights to his Aſſiſtance; when 
he was found in a moſt lamentable Situation, 
the Blood ſtreaming from his Noſe, his Eyes 
ſealed up, aud, oh Grief of Griefs, both his 
ſham Ruſfle Sleeves torn from his Flannel 

half Shirt, | 
Belvidera's Curioſity had not been leis ex- 
cited than that of the other Lodgers in the 
Inn, fo that ſhe had run out in her Shift to 
ſee what was the Cauſe of all this Outcry. 
In the mean while Dick ſlipt into her Room, 
and when ſhe returned and faſtened herſelf 
in, ſhe found ſhe had impriſoned more than 
one. She ſecmed at firſt greatly diſpleaſed 
with the Liberty he had taken, and was go- 
ing to call for Aſſiſtance, upon his not com- 
plying with her Orders of quitting inſtantly 
her Chamber ; but, as great a Ruſtic as Dick 
as, he found the Means of appealing her 
Wrath, and by Degrees ſo far gained upon 
her Inclinations as at length to obtain a tacit 
Permiſſion, of repoſing upon the ſame Pillow 

with her that Night. | 
The Hibernian, having waſhed his Hands 
of Gallic Mood, repaired to Belvidera's Door, 
and 
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and having rapt, without any Notice being 
taken, as ſhe was at preſent ſomewhat more 
importantly engaged, he cried in a pretty 
loud Whiſper through the Key-hole, Pon 
% my Shoul now, if you're aſleep I wonder 
« yon do not hear me.“ She had jult reco- 
rered her Senſes from an agreeable Reverie 
when theſe Words were uttered, which occa- 
foned both her and Dick to buſt into ſo 
loud a Laugh, as might have convinced any 
but the Hibernian Hero, that his deſired Poſt 
was already filled ; but he, ſo completely intent 
upon his Deſign, never thought of liſtening 
to the inward Voices. BHelvidera now aſłed 
bim what he wanted? To this he replied, t9 
tread uon that precious Foot that trod upon 
mine about an Hour ago. Imagining that 
ſuch Declarations might induce her preſent 
Bed-mate to imagine more Familiarities had 
paſſed between her and the [ri/hman than 
really had, ſhe told him, with ſome Emotion, 


If be did not immediately depart ſbe would 


call for Help, as ſbe knew nothing of him, and 
imagined he was a Robber, This Declara- 
uon, joined to her ringing the Bell with no 

| little 
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Iittle Violence, determined the Hibernian 
Swain to make a very precipitate Retrear, and 
left Dich in the Poſſeſſion of all her Charms. 

Dick prudently regained his own Bed as ſoon 
as it was Day-light, and when the four fel- 
low Travellers were ſummoned to Breakfaſt, 
none would have ſuf pected that they had all 
been ſuch capital Actors in ſuch different 
Scenes, had not the Frenchman's black Eyes 
ſo particularly bore Witneſs againſt him. 
However he was eaſily prevailed upon to 
ſhake Hands with Mr. © Galligan, and in look- 
in the Glaſs made no other Remonſtrance 
than, Eh! voila la politefſe Angloiſe. 

They were after a ſhort Breakfaſt replace? 
in the Stage, and Mirth and good Humour 
ſeemed to reign in every Countenance but 
the Frenchman's, who, in deſpite of all his na- 
tional Vivacity and Frivolity, could not ſur- 
mount the Drubbing he had met with the 
preceding Night, ſaying a Thruſt through the 
Body would not have half ſo much affected 
him, but that it was ſo ignoble, and fo de- 
baſing to a Man of Quality to appear in the 
Metropolis with fuch Marks of Barbariſm 

- hit | about 
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about him, that he muſt be obliged to take a 


Lodging in ſome obſcure Cottage till he had 


recovered his uſual Appearance. 

As to Belvidera, having a Deſign to pay 
a Vilit to her Mother who reſided at Nerth- 
ampton ſhe took a Polt-Chaiſe at Chiping- 
Norton in order to croſs the Country; but not 
without having made many Proteſtations of 
Affection to Dick, and given him her Direction 
when ihe ſhould be in Town. 


CHAP. 
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E 


Some geographical and typographical Remarks 
upon the Situation of London. Dick's Ar- 
rival there; the Reception he meets with 
at the Inn, and the Knowledge he obtains. 
The Preſþet which opens to his View, and 
the Oppoͤrkunity which preſents itſelf of loll- 
ing in his Charict. 


NDO is moſt certainly the Metro- 

polis of England; Gordon, Salmon, Ech- 

ard, and a thouſand other Geographers have 
ſaid ſo, and I believe no Man in his Senſes will 
diſpute it : This Metropolis then, the Empo- 
rium of Trade—the Center of Riches—the 
Point of Gravitation of Wit and good Senſe 
the Standard of Taſte—the Eſſence of Polite- 
neſs—the Manufactory of Beauty and the Bane 
of Chaſtity, had naturally and ſenſibly ſtruck 
Dick's Mind for ſome Time. His Abilities {79 
homfef} 
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himſelf ) were unqueſtionable : He underſtood 
the Claſſics better than his Uncle : And he 
had moſt undoubtedly got Kate with Child. 
It is true ſhe was not of a cold Conſtitution, 
and had not a little aſſiſted in the Ground- 
Work of the Fabrication, Moreover, he had by. 
the moſt direct Ties of Conſanguinity, united 
the royal. Blood of the Swallows with. the 
fair, the charming, the chaſte (no not chaſte) 
the heroic, the ſpouting Belvidera. Add to 
this, Dick did not hold it either Treaſon er 
Miſpriſion of Treaſon (no not even to King 
Edgar, from whom he was lineally deſcended) 
to lock in a Glaſs. He had for ſome time 


perceived a very penetrating Eye, a very lan- 


guiſhing Look, a very well-turned Leg, an ex- 
treme ſoft Hand, and, above all, a broad Pair 
of Shoulders. Dick's Complexion had pleaſ- 
ed himſelf ; he had but a very ſmall Tincture 
of the Clyſter-pipe Hue; he was ruddy, his 
Hair inclinable to the fandy, ſomewhat (at 


times) appreximating to Kate's Carrots and 


Belvidera's jet: But this he had learned to 
rectify with a black Lead Comb, and brought 
it always, on a Sunday, to a tolerable Brown. 

Vol. I. F Theſe 


S THE PARASETE. 
Theſe may be looked upon as the funda- 
mental Principles of Coxcombiſm in Denbigh- 
ſhire, North Wales. : No. ſuch Thing—Dick- 
had as much of the Ruſtic in him as Parſons 
or their Sons for the Generality have. He 
never dared ogle the Girls at Church, and he 
had never attempted an Intrigue with any 
but Kate in Wrexham. But let it not be ima- 
gined that his Ideas were naturally confined 
to ſo humble a Sphere. We ſee they already 
| begin to expand, and as he approaches the 
Capital, his Notions refine, his Paſſions pu- 
_ rify, his Sentiments - elucidate ; how ſurpriſ- 
ing yet eaſy the Tranſition from Kate to Bel- 
vitlera. So that though Dick was no Cox- 
comb in Denbigh (fave the black Lead 
Comb) he was not without Hopes of being a 
Fop in London. He had, with amiable Am- 
bition, heard: of the thriving State of Phyſic 
in the. Capital, where Medicines are taken 
rather as Preventives than Remedies. He 
had heard of Doctors lolling in their Cha- 
riots, taking their golden Fees, keeping their 
Miſtreſſes, and. being paid by Ducheſſes, not 


for either Emetics or Cathartics, but pure In- 


4 
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Jeftions. At Wrexham he was acquainted 
with the Power of theſe Applications: He 
knew, or he thought he knew the beſt Me- 
thod of adminiſtering them. Dick was there- 
fore not without Hopes of keeping his Vehicle, 
and driving into the Porfe-cochere of every 
diſpoſed, or indiſpoſed Dowager of Rank, the 
firſt Week of his Arrival in Town, 

How vain are human Hopes ! how ridi- 
culous our moſt promiſing ExpeCtations ! 
how contemptible our moſt elaborate Schemes! 
Dick came to Town literally at the wrong 
End of it: He arrived in Whitechapel, with 
feven Pence three WAG STERLING, 
in his Pocket. 

It was between Ten and Eleven o Clock at 
Night, and having no Recommendation in 
Town, he neceſſarily put up at the Inn where 
he alighted. The next Morning he roſe 
early, and calling for the Chamberlain, threw 
down his capital Piece of Specie for the Pay- 
ment of his Lodging: But what was his 
Surprize, when he was informed he muſt add 
another ſimilar Piece to it before he could 
obtain his Diſmiſſion. He informed the Cham- 
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berlain, with a faultering Voice, he had no 
more Money in the World except ſeven Far- 
things, which he produced, and which he 
would willingly have given him to have ap- 
peaſed his Wrath, which began ere now to 
be very viſible and diſcernible in his Looks : 
However, eſpying his Pertmanteau upon the 
Chair, he ſoftened his Tone, enquiring if he 
had no Friend whom he could ſend to for 
— Aſſiſtance, to which Dick very innocently and 
truly replied in the Negative. Why then, 
continued the Chamberlain, keeping his Eye 
© upon the Portmanteau, you muſt even 
* make ſome Money, which many as good a 
« Gentleman as yourſelf has been obliged to 
do before now.“ Make Money (anſwer- 
« ed Dick) with all the Ignorance and Sim- 
6 plicity in the World Why that's a hanging 
„Matter, and I'm ſurprized you can adviſe 
me to do it in ſuch a barefaced Manner.“ 

* Pſhaw (replied the Chamberlain) I per- 
* ceive you do not underſtand me: I don't 
<© mean you ſhould-coin, young Man, but ! 
“ {ſuppoſe you have got ſomething of Value 
« with you that you may pledge for more 
DE dy than 
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te than you will have Occaſion for at this 
*« JunCture.” | 

Dick by this time began to comprehend 
bim; and having opened his Portmanteau, 
the Chamberlain told him, © one of thoſe 
* Shirts would procure him three or four 
6 Shillings, and if he would intruſt him with 
„ it, he would return with the Money in an 
* Inſtant.” This gave Dick infinite Conſo- 
lation, and he would have preſſed two Shirts 
upon the Chamberlain inſtead of one, had he 
not repeatedly told him one would be ſuf- 
ficient, 

The Chamberlain returned in five Minutes, : 
and brought him Five Shillings, and a little 
Ticket, which was Arabic to our Hero; but 
the whole Myſtery was ſoon explained, and 
the Facility of raiſing Money appeared ſo 
agreeable and eaſy, that he ordered a Break- 
faſt upon the Strength of it, and, Moth-like 
fairly eat out his Shirt, before he departed 
from the Inn. 

He had received ſuch ample Inſtructions 
concerning the obtaining of future Sums up- 

on the Reſidue of his ſmall Wardrobe, that 
„ he 
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he ſoon and eaſily made a Conveyance of it 
from his Uncle's at Wrexham to his Uncle's in 
London. | 

But before we have reduced Dick to his 
laſt Shirt, and his only Coat, we muſt take 
Notice what Adventures he met with in the 
Expenditure of this uſurious Capital, and 
whether he ſtood any Chance of eſtabliſhing 
| himſelf pharmatically or medically in the good 
Graces of the Ladies. 

Dick had already been three Weeks in 
London, and he did not yet keep his Coach, no 
not ſo much as a Poſt-Chaiſe, or a one Horſe 
Chair ; he had not yet, with all his Abilities, 
or with all his Induſtry, raiſed a ſingle Guinea, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Acquaintance Dick makes at the Inn, A 
Deſcription of a Covent-Garden Frohic— 
Some Account of the Ben Johnſon's Head. 
His new Friends Generoſity—it is accounted 
For. They diſcover themſelves to be High- 
waymen, and prevail upon Dick to promiſe 
engaging in Partnerſhip, Dick ts upon 
the Point of entering into Commerce, when 
an unforeſeen Accident makes him break off 

vis Connexions, and reſolue to return to 
Wrexham. 


x 7 HILST Dick was at Supper at the 
Inn in Whitechapel, two young Fel- 
lows, juſt alighted from their Horſes, booted 
and ſpurred, came into the Room where he 
was, and having called for a Shilling's Worth 
of Punch, drank to Dick, and intreated him 
to drink with them. Their Appearance was 
F 4 
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ſo genteel, and their Converſation appeared to 
him ſo enlivened, that he readily concluded 
they were Men of Fortune, and gladly em- 
braced the Opportunity of engaging with 
ſuch good Company. After three or four 
Bowls were exhauſted, as well as the Toaſts 
of all the celebrated Women of Pleaſure about 
Covent-Garden, they propoſed calling a Coach 
to beat the Rounds, and invited Dick to be of 
the Party. Dick's Ignorance now demon- 
ſtrated itſelf more than ever, and he was ob- 
liged to acknowledge that having been but a 
few Days in Town he was quite unacquaint- 
ed with the Methods of it. They told him 
they would ſoon ſhew him the World ; and a 
Coach being called, it was ordered to Covent- 
Garden. 

It was between ten and eleven o'Clock 
when they ſet forward from Whitechapel, fo 
that they did not arrive in the Center of Fro- 
lic and Debauchery till the Hour of Noiſe 
and Riot. They firſt repaired to Bob Der- 
1y's, where having drank a Bottle of Rheni/h, 
and looked at all the. Girls who were there, 
they thought it prudent to retire early, as it 
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was Search-Night, and a Viſit from the Con- 
ſtables was expected. This did not, how- 
ever, prevent their paying their Reſpects to 
Mrs. Weatherby, and the two Bucks thinking 
themſelves in more Security here, and find- 
ing many of their old Acquaintance, particu- 
larly of the Female Sex, the Bowls began to 
circulate, Dick's Eyes to ſparkle, and his 
Hands to find ſome other Occupation, than 
beating Time to the Harmony of Ben Jehn- 
ſon's Head. By this it may be concluded 
that Dick had ſelected an Enamorata, to 
whom he was ſaying all the tender things 
that he had learnt in Wales, and, in truth, he 
had ſo far gained his Point, that his Dulci- 
nea had agreed to retire with him, when 
lo! her Lover of the Afternoon, whom ſhe 
did not expect to have met, laid Claim to 
her for the Evening. Upon which a Diſ- 
pute aroſe between Captain Firebrand and 
Dick, and Words running high with the Fer- 
ment of Punch, it was agreed to decide it in 
an athletic Manner. Dicł's natural Strength 
and unimpaired Conſtitution foretold Victory 
on his Side, againſt the worn-out debilitated 

| | Corſe 
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. Corſe of our Copper Captain; but Frrebrand, 
who had ruined not only his Conſtitution, 
but alſo his Fortune in the Service of the La- 
dies of the Garden, had ſecured all the Fe- 
males preſent for his Seconds; ſo that Dick, 
whoſe Companions were in the Fore-Room, 
and unacquainted with what paſſed back- 
wards upon the gladiating Theatre, had not 
only the Captain to encounter, but all the 
Whores of St. Paul's Covent-Garden. The 
Event of ſo unequal a Combat may eaſily be 
judged ; for though Dick, who would fain 
have introduced his own Country Way of 
Fighting, and kicked and cuffed as long as he 
could, was not allowed to ſtrike his Anta- 
goniſt when down, as he found they all cried 
out, that was foul Play, he was no ſooner 
thrown, than the Captain pummelled him, 
and the Women ſcratched his Face and pull- 
ed his Hair. | 
Dick was nevertheleſs able to hold out 
againſt all theſe Aſſailants for near fifteen 
Minntes, when his two Companions coming 
to his Aſſiſtance, and letting him have fair 
Play, the Captain was preſently compelled to 
5 give 
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give out, though not before Dick had re- 
ccived a black Eye, and a Contuſion upon his 
Head. | 

The firſt Object of the Quarrel might now 
eaſily have been diſpenſed with by either of 
the Champions, as a Cataplaſm to their Heads 
was now become much more neceſſary than 
any Application elſewhere ; but the Fervor of 
Dick's Welſh Blood was not yet abated, fo 
Dick and his two Companions carried off 
each of them his Dulcinea in Triumph. 

They repaired to Haddochs's, and having 
drank a Couple of Bottles of burnt Cham- 
pagne, they ſeparated according to their dif- 
ferent Allotments. We ſhall paſs over the 
remaining Conflict of the Night, as the Rites 
of Venus are of too myſterious a Nature to 
be unravelled in the hiſtoric Page. Dick 
was ſummoned to Breakfaſt, and after par- 
taking of this Repaſt, a Bill was called, the 
Contents of which ſo terrified our Hero, that 
the Change of his Countenance was viſible 
to all the Company. He took the firſt Op- 
portunity of calling one of his Companions 
aſide, when he acquainted him, that he had 

only 
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only a few Shillings in his Pocket, and that 
he found almoſt as many Pounds would be 
requiſite to pay the Bill. The Buck told 
him to make himſelf eaſy, as they would de- 
fray the Expence of the Houſe, which they 
accordingly did, and ſlipt a Guinea into his 
Hand for him to preſent his Dulcinea with. 
The Sight and Feel of this enchanting Metal 
ſo far captivated him, that he was loſt to all 
Senſe of his Enamorata's Charms, and fan- 
cied he diſcovered more intrinſic Beauty in 
Queen Ann, though dead near forty Years, 
than all the living Yenus's of the Garden 
could call to their Aſſiſtance. In a Word, 
he was very loth to part with the Guinea up- 
on ſuch an Occaſion, and it was not till his 
new Friends had twice enquired whether he 
had made the Preſent, that he was prevailed 
upon to pay her that Compliment. 

Dick began to entertain a very high Opi- 
nion of his Friends Generoſity and Diſinter- 
eſtedneſs, eſpecially as they had given him 
an Invitation to dine upon a Haunch of Ve- 
niſon at the Bedford Arms, though they were 
ſenſible he had little or no Money, How- 
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ever their Kindneſs ſoon developed itſelf after 
Dinner, when having deſired Dick to inform 
them of the real State of his Affairs, which he 
did, they acquainted him that they had been 


_ juſt in the ſame Situation as himſelf the Day 


before, but that a Change of Fortune had 
made them worth a Hundred a- piece; in ſay- 
ing which they threw their Purſes upon the 
Table, and one of them drawing a Pocket- 
piſtol, ſung the Song in the Beggar's Opera. 


Do you hear the Sound of Coaches ? 
Hark how the Attack approaches, &c. 


«© This, my Lad, continued he (pointing 
* to the Ball) is the true Philoſopher's Stone. 
« Courage and Reſolution are the only Things 
* to carry a Man through the World. Who 
would want Money, pine and languiſh in 
« Diſtreſs, when three Words may make a 
„Man's Fortune ?—Stand and deliver, is my 
Motto.“ 

Dick looked aphaſt, turned pale, and was 
viſibly terrified at the Tenor of this whole 
Diſcourſe ; but a Bumper or two extraordi- 
nary wrought a wonderful Change in his Sen- 

timents. 
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timents. The Sight of ſo much Gold, and 
the apparent Facility of obtaining it, made 
him conſider a Piſtol as one of the moſt expe- 
ditious Conveyances of Property aut of the 
Law; and upon a Promiſe of being furniſhed 
with a Pair, he agreed to ſet out with them 
the End of the Week, to recruit their Fin- 
ances; till which Time one general Fund was 
to ſupport them. _ | 

Our Hero removed the Remainder of his 
Wardrobe from the Whitechapel Inn, to a 
genteel Lodging which was taken for him near 
Covent -Carden. He was equipped in Mon- 
mouth-Street with a blue Coat embroidered 
with Gold, and a laced Waiſtcoat ; as to Silk 
Stockings and a ſmart laced Hat, thoſe he 
was furniſt::d with by his two enterpriſing 
Friends. 

Dick now ſtrutted a Beau at large; he never 
miſſed the Park of a Morning, the Play of an 
Evening, Weatherby's and Bob Derry's at Mid- 
night, or ever failed finding himſelf in the 
Arms of a Dulcinea at Gould's or Haddochs's in 
the Morning. He had forgot Pharmacy, Sur- 
gery, and Medicine, and ſcarce remembered 
that 


„ 
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that his Father was an honeſt Parſon at 
Wrexham. In a Word, a continued Round 


of Debauchery, Riot, and Extravagance had 


for five Days ſo far diſſipated every rational 
Thought from Dick's Mind, that at the End 
of this Time he was very properly prepared 
to take the Road. 

The Time of Action now approached; for 
out of near two hundred Guineas, which the 
two Mackheaths had collected the laſt Week, 
they had not five Guineas left amongſt them ; 
ſo that they prepared their Arms, hired 
Horſes, and laid down the Route they were 
all three to take on the Saturday Morning, 
in order to raiſe Supplies for the enſuing 
Week. 

The Reader, doubtleſs, by this Time, ima- 
gines he may find our Hero's Life and At- 
chievements amongſt the Records of the C 
Bailey : But in this he is miſtaken, and he js 
deſired to ſuſpend ſo raſh a Judgment upon 
Dick Swallow, till ſuch Time as he hears the 
Sequel. He had as yet only taken his De- 


grees, he had not entered into Practice or re- 


ceived the Road Fee. 
On 
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on the Friday Evening whilſt he was wait- 
ing for his Friends at the Bedford, a Note 
was put into his Hand by a Bagnio Waiter to 
the following Effect : 
Dear Dick, 

* By G—d, I'm taken get ont of the 

« Way as faſt as you can. 
«© Your's, 
cc D. G. ”” 

The di this threw Dick into is 
not to be expreſſed. It at once painted the 
critical Situation he was in, the Precipice he 
was hanging over, and the only poſſible Means 
of avoiding the ſame Fate. He immediately 
went to his Lodgings, diſcharged them, and 
having packed up his Effects, returned to his 
Whitechapel Inn, with the full Reſolution of 
going back to Wales by the firſt Stage that 

{et off, 
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CHAF. X. 


The preſent Poſture of Affairs at Denbigh. 
The firſt Diſcovery of Dick's Elopement. The 
Effect it has upon all the Family, but parti- 
cularly Kate, who is inconſolable. The ſalu- 
tary Counſel ſhe receives from Will. The 
diſagreeable Situation Mr. Evans finds 
himſelf in. Intelligence arrives concerning 
Dick—Mr. Evans reſolves upon a Jour- 
ney to London, but is diſſuaded from it by a- 
very cogent Reaſon. 


W HIL ST Dick was making theſe ra- 


pid Strides towards Promotion in 


London, let us ſee what was going on at Wrex- 
ham. The Family returned from Church, 
the Beef and Pudding upon the Table, Grace 
ſaid, and Dick ſtill abſent: The Bell is in 
vain repeatedly rung—no Richard appears. A 
Meſſenger is ſent to his Father's, who comes 
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back without any Tidings of him. Preſently: 


the Reverend Mr. Swallow himſelf appears, 
and gives Information that his Mare has eloped 
as well as his Son. A general Hue and Cry 
now enſues. At length the Hand-baſket is 
diſcovered, and Conjectures begin to amount 


almoſt to a Proof of the reał Event. 


Though Dick's Father, Mother, Uncle, 
Aunt, and all their Families are in the utmoſt 
Conſternation on Acconnt of Dick's Elope- 
ment, the Grief of no ouc is ſo viſibly depict- 
ed in any Countenance as in that of Kate's : 


Her Belly now almoſt up to her Chin, with 


ſwollen Eyes and chagrined Air, to every 
one ſhe laments the Loſs of a Father. In the 


M.idſt of theſe mournful Reflections ſhe meets 


with ſome Conſolation from honeſt (ſhall we 
call him honeſt?) Vill a neighbouring Farmer's 


Son. Now, whether Will actually had or had 


not a Finger in the Pye, and was apprehen- 
five ſhe might adopt him for a Father, or 
whether from his Knowledge of Huſbandry 
he knew a Barn was ſcarce ever ſo full that a 
ſkilful Hand might not threſh in it, and was 
willing that Kate ſhould be uſeful as long as 


4 
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ſhe was able, and ſhould have Pennyworths 
for her Penny, as the Reckoning was already 
paid, we ſhall not pretend to determine : 
Theſe are but Conjectures: Will either had 
or had not his Reaſons for what he did; but 
we are inclined to think he had. Be this as 
it may: Says he to Kate, one Day when ſhe 


Was making her melancholy Complaints to 


him, Thou Fool, what does it matter who 
« got the Barn; look to him who can beſt 
*« keep it; if Nephew won't, Uncle muſt,” 
Kate took the Hint, and not without Rea - 
ſon; for it is certain that Mr. Evans had in- 
ſpected at leaſt; what Applications he had 
made Kate beſt knew; it is plain ſne thought 
them ſufficient to clear her Conſcience from 
the Crime of Perjury—ſhe {wore the Child to 
her Maſter, | 
Wrexham was now in a greater Conſterna- 
tion than ever, © What, has the old Codger 
been fumbling ?” cried one. Ay, ay, 
„ {aid another, Clyſters are dangerous Re- 
e medics, eſpecially when applied in the 
* Dark.” * Miſtakes have been made by 
more experienced Practitioners than him,” 
62 | cries 
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cries a third. But if his Neighbours were 
thus jocoſe upon him, he met with no ſuch 
Raillery at Home; here it was a very ſerious 
Affair. Mrs. Evans could ſee as far into a 
Mill-ſtone as another, eſpecially when the 
Hole was wide enough. She did not won- 
t der her Huſband had the Rheumatiſm when 
© he lay with her—the Cloaths tumbled off 


e though they were tucked in on every Side ; 


i but Kate kept him warm enough. She 
« was not ſur prized ſhe had not been preg- 
et nant theſe ten Years, though ſhe was but 
4 fifty-five in Fact, and reckoned forty only. 
„No, he muſt have a young Wench, Had 
«© he performed Family Duty as he ought, his 
« Vigour would have turned out an Honour to 
« him inſtead of a Diſgrace.—Had ſhe been 
« with Child inſtead of Kate, ten Pounds 


might have been ſaved, and no one dared to 


1 have ſaid ſhe had a grey Hair in her Head. 
« But now, forſooth, here's te Money, and 
e every Thing loft.” 

Mr. Evans was obliged to turn upon his 
Heel on theſe Occaſions, and leave her preg: 
nant, at leaſt, with theſe fruitful Ideas, to 

bring 
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bring forth at Leiſure 3 but he had no ſooner 
got in the Street than the arch Boys, pointing 
at him, cried, There he goes: Did he take 
Shelter at a Patient's Houſe, before he felt her 
Pulſe, ſhe began to feel his, and enquire how 
Kate did, and whether he had heard any 
Thing of his Nephew yet : At the the Club, 
he was ſcarce entered ere Proſperity to Baſe 
ket-making immediately went round. Thus 
peſtered, hampered, and. ridiculed on every 
Side, poor Mr. Evans could find no Re- 
fuge, no Aſylum, no Sanctuary, and had he 
not received ſuch orthodox Notions, and im- 
bibed ſuch truly religious Sentiments in his 
Youth, which he had ever continued nurtur- 
ing, even to this Hour, notwithſtanding this 
pretended Slip with Kate was alledged againſt 
kim, and above all had his Brother not. been 
a Clergyman, whoſe Character he was parti- 
cularly tenacious of as well as that of his Fa- 
mily, he certainly would have taken the ſhort- | 
eſt Road to Heaven, or 
We are too polite to mention the Alter- | 
native, as we know not what Reader's Hands 
this Work may fall into; and as we have been 
G 3 brought 
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brought up at St. 7ames's, where the latter 


Doctrine is exploded, we ſhould not chuſe to 
offend the moſt delicate Eye. 

Things were at this Criſis at Wrexham. 
Dick with his Father's Mare loſt -or ſtrayed, 
Kate ready to drop to Pieces, Uncle ready to 
hang himſelf, and Aunt ready to try prolific 
Experiments out of Revenge, at Fifty-five 
when Father's Mare returned with the Ex- 
ciſeman from Bath, having purchaſed it of 
the Landlord of an Inn upon the Road, his 
own Horſe falling lame, and brought Intel- 
ligence that Dick had went forward in the 
Machine to London. 

The Reverend Mr. Swallow, who had in- 
formed himſelf of theſe Particulars, together 
with the Money Dick had received for his 
Mare, and conſidering what a Fund his Son 
could poſſibly arrive in London with, and 
how expenſive a Place this Metropolis is, hav- 
ing reſided here ſome few Years; all theſe 
Reflections induced him to write to a Friend 


in Town to make Search after Dick, and 


furniſh him with ſach ſmall Sums as he might 
have Occaſion for, in order to induce him to 
return 
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return to Wrexham ; or if he was obſtinately 
bent upon remaining, to endeavour at pro- 
curing him a Place, in Quality of a Journey- 
man Apothecary, till ſuch Time as ſomething 
better could be done for him, 
Mr. Evans was no ſooner adviſed of Dick's 
being abſolutely gone to Londen, than he form- 
ed within himſelf the Project of repairing 
thither alſo, in-order to induce his Nephew 
to return ; and by promiſing him a general 
Reconciliation with his Family and Friends, 
to prevail upon him to take upon himſelf all 
the Blame of Kate's pregnant Venter. He had 
already engaged for a Horſe to perform this 
Journey with, and had fixed upon the Day 
for ſetting out, when Mr. Lindy, who was 
Steward to Lord Clotterpate, returned, after 
approaching within a hundred Yards of the 
Capital, having met upon the new Road 
no leſs than three Perſons who had juſt 
had the Small-Pox, and being at the ſame 
time informed there were two new Hoſpi- 
tals building for this Diſorder, the honeſt 
Steward turned his Horſe about, and never 
ſtopped * he got fifty Miles from London; 
| G 4 for 
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for not having had that Diſorder, and 
dreading it more than ever by Reaſon of the 
Advance of his Age and the Increaſe of his 
Riches, he prudently reſolved to return to 
Frexham, and remit to his Lordſhip his Rents 
by ſome other Conveyance. | 

Now, Mr. Evans had never had the Small- 
Pox, and though brought up to Phyſic, and 
therefore intitled to be acquainted with rhe 
Medicinal Preventatives of this Diſtemper, he 
nevertheleſs ſo little depended upon his Skill, 
that he did not chooſe to come within many 
Miles of any Place where this Diſorder ap- 
peared ; and this Reaſon alone, that is the 
Dread of catching the Small-Pox in London, 
prevented his Journey, which had appeared to 
him with ſo many promiſing Allurements of 
reſtoring his Reputation, and reconciling do- 
meſtic Tranquility, | 


CHAP, 
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CHA F 203, 


An Interview between Mr. Richard Swallow 
and his Father's London Correſpondent. 
Gets a Place as a Fourneyman Apothecary. 
Some Account ef his Maſter and Miſtreſs. 
Mr. Fillet becomes jealous of Dick—The 
Steps he takes to ſatisfy his Suſpicions— 
their Succeſs. Dick is turned away, and 
threatened with a Proſecution for Crim. 
Con. The juſt Reward of an Informer. 


ICK, returned to the Whitechapel Inn, 

was looking over the News-papers, 

and meditating the Fate of his Companions, 
when he was accoſted by a Perſon who aſked 
if his Name was Swallow ? Dick trembled, 
looked pale, and with a faultering Voice 
aſked, what his Buſineſs was, apprehending 
him to be a Conſtable who was in Search of 

po him 
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him as an Accomplice to his heroic Friends. 


The Gentleman perceiving his Conſternation, 
though unacquainted with the real Cauſe, 
told him he had no Reaſon to be under 
any Apprehenſions, that he only came to 
pay him a friendly Viſit at the Requeſt of 


his Father the Reverend Mr. Swallow, and 
offer him any Aſſiſtance he might ſtand in 


Need of. This Information, in fome Meaſure, 
removed Dick's Terrors, who was neverthe- 
leſs a good deal aſtoniſhed how his Father 
ſhould know he was lodged at that Inn, and 


that he ſhould ſend a Perſon to enquire for 


him there. | 
Dick's Panic being over, and as Alternatir e 


Propoſal made him of either returning to 


Wrexham, or entering into Employment in 
Quality of an Apothecary's Journeyman, which 
Place his new Friend had already procured 
for him in Town, our Hero readily embraced 
the latter and that very Evening waited upon 
his new Maſter, with a Recommendation. 

He had not been long in this Situation be- 


fore he had the Satisfaction to find his Mack- 


teath Friend was acquitted tor Want of Evi- 


dence, 
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dence, ſo that his Apprehenſions upon this 
Head were entirely removed, and he began 
to conſider himſelf very well ſettled in a good 
Shop in a polite Part of the Town, Dick's 
Maſter had been in Buſineſs upwards of thir- 
ty Years, and had in the Courſe of that Time 
pharmatically and chymically extracted a very 
eaſy Fortune from his Patients Pockets, which, 
added to the Jointure of four Wives, who 
had ſucceſſively embraced his Arms and thoſe 
of Death, he was enabled to keep a Chariot, 
and enjoy his Country Retreat without being 
guilty of any Extravagance. Ir his ſixty- 
fourth Year he had taken, for better for worſe, 
a young Lady in the Bloom of Youth, with- 
out any other Fortune than her perſonal 
Charms. So great a Condeſcenſion, and 
ſuch uncommon Generoſity on the Side of 
Mr. Fillet, intitled him, in his Opinion, to all 
her Attention, to all her Regard : and with - 
out conſidering the Diſparity of Years be- 
tween fixty-four and twenty-two, he imagin- 
ed his former matrimonial Character was ſuf- 
| ficient to ſatisfy preſent connubial Devotion. 
by Whether Mrs, Fillet was preciſely of the ſame - 
| | Way 
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Way of thinking, we will not here endeavour 
to determine: It would be indecent to in- 
veſtigate too critically a Lady's Sentiments 
upon ſo delicate a Topic, eſpecially as it might 
create ſome Jealouſy on the Side of Mr. Fil. 
let. We ſhall only obſerve at preſent, that 
Mrs. Fillet appeared more than uſually in 
the Shop, and that Dick drank Tea with her 
when his Maſter was not at home. 

Whether the Apprentice was envious of 
the Attention that was paid to Dick by his 
Miſtreſs, and imagined he had an equal Right 
to be as much careſſed, or whether he really 
had his Maſter's Honour at Heart, and con- 
ceived it was his Duty to prevent any Incur- 
ſions being made upon the Territories of Hy- 
men, this much is certain, he did not fail to 
communicate to his Maſter what paſſed in his 
Abſence. Mr. Fillet, who was not naturally 
of a jealous Difpoſition, was nevertheleſs a 
good deal nettled to think that his el/b Cub, 
as he called him, ſhould draw the leaſt Re- 
gard from his Wife; yet as he had nothing 
to accuſe her of, ſo he could make no Repre- 
ſentations, but reſolved, if poſſible, to diſco- 


ver 
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ver if any Thing more material paſſed be- 
tween Mrs. Fillet and Dick than mere Tea- 
table Chat. To this End he engaged the 
Apprentice in Quality of a Spy, and promiſed 


him a handſome Recompence in caſe he made 


any notable Diſcoveries; and that no Time 
might be loſt in arriving at them, if any were 
to be made, he was more frequently abſent 
from Home, and art length finding no Intelli- 
gence of Conſequence produced, he reſolved 
upon a Week's Journey into Northampton- 
ſhire. ; | 
Dick had now frequent Opportunities of 
being with his Miſtreſs. She moſt undoubt- 
edly was in Want of Company in her Huſ- 
band's Abſence, and Dick out of pure Cha- 
rity accepted of the Invitations which ſhe now. 
gave him, not only to drink Tea with her, 
but to dine, nay, even to ſup with her. Every 
Poſt a Letter from the Apprentice furniſhed 
Mr. Fillet with an additional Meal that Dick 
had made with his Wife, and upon receiving 
Advice that he had for the firſt Time ſapped 
with her the Night before, he wrote back to 
his Emiſſary, That the Iron was now hot, 
« that 
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„that Things would certainly ſoon come to 
« an Upſhot, that he muſt be more than com- 
«© monly vigilant and attentive.” 

In this Manner did Mr. Fillet lay the Plan 
for his own Cuckoldom; he nurtured his 
Horns in the Hot-bed of Opportunity and 
Deſire ; no Wonder then if Dick and his Wife 
gathered the Fruits of his Induſtry, or fixed 
them upon a Head that ſeemed ſo emulous of 
wearing them. 

Mrs. Fillet had already been married eigh- 
teen Months without being once pregnant in 
this double Period ; nay, ſhe queſtioned much 
whether a Revolution of as many additional 
Moons would make her a Mother, and the 
Dread and Apprehenſions ſhe had been pre- 
occupied with before her Marriage upon the 
uncommon Abilities of Wife-killing in Mr. 
Fillet were greatly abated : The Reports and 
Accuſations of his Enemies upon this Score 
ſhe, ere now, looked upon as entirely ground- 
leſs, and very humanely concluded all his 
former Wives died natural Deaths. She had 
nevertheleſs ſome ſhrewd Suſpicions that there 
were ſome Medicinal Preparations that might 

be 
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be of mortal Efficacy, without it being in the 
Power of the moſt ſkilful Anatomiſt to diſ- 
cover their having been adminiſtered. One 
Night when ſhe and Dick were at Supper, 
ſhe very innocently aſked him, if he thought 
a Woman might be poiſoned without any one 
knowing it ? to which he ſhrewdly anſwered, 
Moft certainly, Madam, this has been the Caſe 
of many a Woman, Her Curioſity being thus: 
excited, ſhe defired him to tell her what was: 
the Preparation? To this he replied, there 
was nothing extraordinary in the Prepara- 
tion, it was well known to many of the Fa- 
culty, though he believed Mr. Fillet was ut- 
terly ignorant of it. Indeed, ſhe reſumed, then 
you do not imagine he made any Uſe of this 
Preparation in diſpatching any of his former 
Wives * No, Madam, he anſwered, as far as 
can find none them died in Child- bed. Mrs. 
Fillet took the Hint, and, colouring, fain 
would have changed the Topic of Converſa- 
tion; but the Subject was too pleaſant to 
Dick to be eaſily parted with, and he was juſt 
in the Humour to pulſh it as far as poſſible, 


The 
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The Apprentice was all this Time liſten- 
ing ; he had caught every Syllable, and when 
from Theory they deſcended to Practice, he 
thought it was Time to apply his Eye to the 
Peep-hole, which he had purpolely prepared 
in Expectation of ſuch a Scene. He entirely 
forgot for ſome Minutes, ſo eager was his At- 
tention, that his Maſter had ordered him to 
pull the Bell luſtily as ſoon as he perceived 
Things were come to a Criſis. It was not 
till Dick had drank a Glaſs of Wine, Mrs. 
Fillet had reſumed her uſual modeſt Appear- 
ance, though her Face was ſtill covered with 
Bluſhes, that Jack began to recollect, that 
Mr. Fillet's Fate, like many a Man's in a criti- 
cal Situation, had depended upon the String 
which had hung over his Head, It was too 
late now to repent, his Maſter was a Cuckold, 
and there was nothing left but to inform him 
of it. | 

Jack ſet himſelf down to write immediate- 
1y, the Poſt Bell ſtill ringing at the Window; 
but he was a good deal embarraſſed what to 
ſay, he would fain have come to the Point 
immediately, he began « Sir, I have juſt 

2 5 now 
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.* now been an Eye-witneſs to” —— That 
won't do ( he cried ) there muſt be ſomething of 
an Introduftion—This is tos abrupt, to tell a 
Man at once he is a Cuckold—Suppoſe J write 
the whole Converſation that will be more 
exaſperating ſtill—that will prove that he has 
brought it all upon himſelf, by his Impotence 
and Folly. —This muſt be the Way — “ Sir, 
« this Evening has crowned our Attention 
and Reſearches with the deſired Succeſs.” 
Zack could get no farther ; the Table began 
to crack, and he could not refrain from ap- 
plying to the Peep-hole, where he perceived 
the ſecond Edition of Cuckoldom complete, with. 
Additions and Illuſtrations —by a Lady. 

Before Jack could finiſh his Letter it was 
too late to ſend it by that Night's. Poſt; fo 
that Dick and his Miſtreſs had a Reſpite of 
another Day before Mr. Fillet's Return to in- 
terrupt their mutual Felicity; and to do them 
both Juſtice, it muſt be acknowledged they 
made the beſt Uſe of their Time. e 
No ſooner had Mr. Fillet received Jack's 
Letter, than he ſet out Poſt for London, with 


a full Reſolution of proſecuting Dick for 


Vor. I. H v. Grow 


2 


that Things would not end here. 
teſted his Innocence — ſwore it was nothing 
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' Grim. Con. and obtaining a Divorce. He im» 


mediately diſcharged our Hero, at the ſame 
time intimating the Cauſe, and informing him 
Dich pro- 


but Malice on Jack's Part- that Mrs. Fillet 
was virtuous, and that he was no Cuckold. 
% How can you tell all this, you Raſcal (ſaid 
« Mr. Fillet )? Suppoſe you had not made 
* me one, how can you tell nobody elſe has?“ 
Dick acknowledged his Error, which was oe- 


caſioned by his over Eagerneſs to vindicate 


Mrs. Fillet ; and finding all his Remonſtrances 
were in vain, and that the more he endea- 
voured to invalidate the Accuſation, the more 


in fact he corroborated it, he one up his. 


Things and decamped. 

Mr. Fillet was too fall of Ire to pay his 
Wife a Viſit at preſent ; ſo that he ordered 
Fack to lock her up in her own Apartment 
till his Return from wairing upon her Father, 
whom he went to acquaint with all that had 
happened, and to conſult with concerning his 
future Behaviour towards his Wife. 


He 
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He found his Father-in-law all alone at 
Breakfaſt ; and, after very little Ceremony, 
he diſembogued his Mind to him, relating 
every Particular, from his firſt Suſpicion, with 
its various Gradations, to the indubitable 
Proof. Ay” (ſaid Mr. Greenwood, who was 
his Father-in-law, upon his telling him the next 
Step he took was to give them more frequent 
Opportunities of being together) © that was 
every prudent, and truly Machiavelian.— 
And then, Sir (reſumed Mr. Fillet) reſolving 
that either my Suſpicions ſhould be intirely re- 
moved, or that 1 ſhould be convinced tbey were 
not groundleſs, I went into the Country for 4 
Week—< Better ſtill” (remarked Mr. Green- 
wood and left Jack my Apprentice to watch 
over them, and acquaint me with all the Diſ- 
coveries he made Aſtoniſhing Foreſight !” 
(cried Mr. Greenwood ) ; — and at length he 
caught the Man, I tell you, in the very Fact; 
nay, not only once, but twice, ay, and in the 
ſame Evening.—* And you are ſurprized at 
is * it (ſaid Mr. Greenwood); you ought to 
© have been much more ſurprized if it had not 
H 2 happened. 


le 
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% happened. You have cuckolded yourſelf, 
* and got your Prentice to ſtand Pimp.“ 

Mr. Fillet finding he could get no other 
Satisfaction from his Father. in- law, he went 
home in the utmoſt Rage againſt Jack, and 
gave him a ſound Drubbing for not ringing 
the Bell at the critical Minute. What was 
« you about, you Scoundrel, at that Time? 
* Was it your Curioſity that prevented you, 
* or how do I know but you may have en- 
* joyed my Wife too at that very Moment? 
« I ſay, why did not you ring the Bell?“ To 
this Tune did Zack undergo a very ſevere 
Horſe-whipping, which was the handſome Re- 
compence his Maſter had promiſed him in caſe 
he made any notable Diſcoveries. 

But we mult leave Fack to the Enjoyment 
of ſo meritorious a Reward as an Informer, 
and Mr. Fillet to the Contemplation of his 
Folly, to give an Eye to Dick, who is juſt hur- 
ried away unprovided with a Lodging, and 
who, if we do not look after him, may lie in 


the Strect all Night. 
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The Doubts of a Hero, excited by his Fears, 
Some Reaſons for reſolving upon a longer 
Stay in London. Commences Spouter—His 
ul Succeſs in that Capacity, Renews his 
Acquaintance with Belvidera is diſguſted 
at her Lukewarmneſs in his Cauſe. Makes 
Acquaintance with the minor Actors. The 

little Advantage he is likely to receive there- 
from. 


HAT Step was now the moſt eligible 
for our Hero to take? He did not 
dare apply to his Father's Friend who had re- 
* commended him to Mr.-Fillet ; there he ima- 
gined all his Diſgrace had ere this been pub- 
liſhed. To write to his Father, in order to re- 
concile Affairs at Wrexham, he apprehended 
would be attended with many Inconveniencies. 
Young Mr, Swallow was by this Time in 
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elſe, and the Affair was too recent for him to 
hope re-appearing, without ſome Apprehen- 
ſions of his Uncle carrying Matters to the 
greateſt Lengths by Way of Revenge for the 
| Loſs of his Reputation in Point of Chaſtity : 
| Beſides he was of Opinion that Kate might 
be weak enough to recant her Depoſition, 
notwithſtanding her Oath, and he was igno- 
rant what the Conſequence in that Reſpect 
might be. Though perhaps his Fears upon 
this Head were rather impregnated by Fancy 
than the Offspring of Reality, yet as they 
were nurtured by Inclination and ſome other 
paſſionate Blandiſhments, it is not ſuprizing 
they appeared to him in their moſt formidable 
Dreſs. 'The Truth is, Dick had no Sort of 
Inclination to return to ales: He had al- 

ready given too great a Swing to his libertine 
Diſpoſition, to adopt a recluſe Life which 
would be rendered neceſſarily ſtill more re- 
ſerved by his former Slip ; beſides there was 
ſomething that dazzled his Fancy on the Score 
of Mrs. Fillet, Such a Conqueſt appeared 
to him not the mere Effect of Accident and 
her Huſband's Folly; he could diſcover no 
{mall 
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ſmall Portion of Merit on his Side, which had 
determined her Election. 

He had alſo learnt that the Dramatic He- 
roine, with whom he had been ſo fortunate 
upon the Road from ales, was arrived in 
Town, and was actually engaged at Drury- 
lane Houſe, This created in him a Variety 
of thoughts which he endeavoured to turn to 
his Advantage : He at firſt conceived a No- 
tion of coming himſelf npon the Stage, and 
prevailing upon her to recommend him to the 
Manager; and to this End he had already 
commenced a Member of a ſpouting Club 
near Temple-Bar, where he had attempted 
ſome-of the principal Speeches in Hamlet, 
Othello, Faffier, Caſtalio, Chamont, Romeo, and 
many other of the capital tragical Characters: 
But it muſt be owned the Applauſe he met 
with from the Reſt of the Members of the 
Club, was ſo far from enhancing his Vanity 


upon this Score, that he had the Mortifica- 


tion to find that the ſtrong Velſb Pronuncia- 
tion he retained was objected to by them all, 
even by ſome Scotch and Iriſh Spouters, whoſe 
diſagreeable Brogues Dick thought much 

H 4 worſe 


we THE PARASITYE. 


worſe than his own. His aukward Action 
was pronounced another Obſtacle to his Suc- 
ceſs in the tragic Walk, and it was univer- 
ſally agreed that he would never tread the 
Stage with any Sort of Eaſe and Graceful- 
neſs. 

It was not, however, till after repeated At- 
tempts that Dick gave up all Hopes of ſuc- 
ceeding as an Actor ; and even then he con- 
ſidered the Stage as an Object that might be 
inſtrumental in making his Fortune, and his 
Belvidera he imagined might be the indirect 
Means of putting five or ſix hundred Pounds 
that Winter into his Pocket. On this Pre- 
ſumption he had no ſooner found out where 
ſhe lodged, than he waited npon her. She 
received him very politely, deſired him to 
breakfaſt, and begged him to repeat his Viſits, 
which Invitation he failed not to profit of, 
and ina few Days he acquainted her with the 
Plan of a new Comedy which he had ſketch- . 
ed, the principal Part whereof he propoſed 
writing for her. He had already put toge- 
ther ſome of the principal Speeches, which 
he begged of her to repeat in order to find 

| what 
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what Effect they would have when gracefully 
delivered. She indulged him with the Re- 
petition, but at the ſame time obſerved, that 
though they contained an infinite Deal of 
Wit, and an immoderate Share of the Vis Co- 
mica, ſhe was apprehenſive ſhe ſhould never 
have the Honour of repeating them on the 
Stage, as ſhe did not believe the Manager 
would ever let her play a capital Part in Co- 
medy, her walk being chiefly confined to 
Tragedy. This Information did not a little 
diſconcert Dick in the Plan of his Drama, as 
he had thrown together the Quinteſſence of 
all his bright Thoughts in this comic Dia- 
logue, which made him the more ſanguine 
for the Repreſentation of his Piece: But 
he told her, if ſhe could have Influence 
enough upon the Manager to get him to 
bring it on this Winter, he would not only 
make her a handſome Preſent out of the Pro- 
fits, but would certainly write a Tragedy 
againſt the next Winter, the Heroine of which 
ſhould be entirely adapted to her Powers, in 
order to diſplay them to the greateſt Advan- 
tage, 


2 Not- 
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Notwithftanding theſe advantageous and 
flattering Propoſals Belvidera could not be 
prevailed upon to undertake the Commiſſion, 
Judiciouſly obſerving, ©& that the greateſt 
* Recommendation of the Piece would be its 
* own Merit; and that though ſhe were to 
give it the higheſt of Characters, Mr, G— 
< would certainly judge for himſelf, and that 
« it would ſtand or fall by its own intrinſic 
«© Worth.“ : 

Though Dick could not help approving the 
Rectitude of her Obſervation, he was a good 
Deal diſappointed in finding his Belvidera ſo 
lukewarm in his Cauſe : And though her 
perſonal Charms had hitherto compleatly 
triumphed over his Chaſtity, and he had 
{worn to her he thought her the fineſt and 
molt accompliſhed Woman he ever met with, 
he began now to diſcern many Defects in 
her Perſon and Underſtanding : In the firſt 
Place, he diſcovered ſhe was very illiterate, 
was not only ignorant of all the dead Lan- 
guages, but frequently made grammatical 
Miſtakes even in the Engliſh; and looking 
over her Letters, he perceived ſhe was not 

entirely 
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entirely faultleſs in Point of Orthography; 
and having ſcrutinized her mental Accom- 
pliſhments, or rather Deficiencies, he now 
deſcended to her corporeal ones ; that the Caſt 
with her Eye, which he had hitherto conſi- 
dered as an amorous Leer, he could find out 
upon a cloſer Examination was an abſolute 
Squint : That her Noſe was ſomewhat awry 
and too prominent ; that her under Lip was 
extra-proportionably thicker than the upper ; 
that her Teeth, though white, were not re- 
gular; that her Complexion, which he had 
hitherto conſidered as the Brunette, was ſwar- 
thy; and that the Roſes of her Cheeks were 
but artificial Flowers. Not content with the 
Analyſis of her Face ; her Neck, her Breaſts, 
nay all her latent Charms, underwent the 
lame Inveſtigation, and were all proportion- 
ably diminiſhed in their Eſtimation. In a 
Word, the amiable, the lovely, the irreſiſtable 
Belvidera, was become the inſi pid, diſguſting, 
nauſeating Mrs. 
Thus did the mental as well as corporeal 
Accompliſhments of the Heroine fall a Victim 
to Dick's preſumptuous Opinion of his own 

Talents. 
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Talents. This preſumptuous Opinion did 
not confine his Plan of Operations to her 
alone; he aſſociated with moſt of the minor 
Players of both Theatres at their great Ren- 
devzous in Nuſſel- Street: Here he reſorted 
almoſt every Evening, and ſoon acquired as 
good a Knack at Punning and Mimickry as 
any of the Imitators of Foote and Wilkinſon. 
He attended all their theatrical Debates and 
Conteſts, and there was not the ſmalleſt Cir- 
cumſtance of Dramatic Scandal he was unac- 
quainted with. When one Actor challenged 
another for an Inſult, and he anſwered it like 
a true Hibernian, with telling him, ** he 
* would not fight him, but he would break 
© his Head wherever he met him,” Dick en- 
joyed every Comment that was made by every 
ſelf-important Actor upon ſo intereſting a 
Subject. | | 

But all theſe Diſputes and Altercations ne- 
ver brought Dich one Whit nearer the Object 
of his Deſires, and though he was in the Cen- 
ter of Action, he was likely to remain as much 
an unconcerned Spectator as ever. 


\ 
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Dick 7s taken in by Sharpers. The Diſcovery 
he afterwards makes. Some uſeful Know- 


ledge very neceſſary for every young Gentle- 
man who would not be cheated, and is not 


inſtructed in the gambling Myſteries of this 
Metropolis. 


ICK ſtrolling one Evening towards ar- 

ing-Crofs (whilſt his Plan of Operations 
ſill remained in this undetermined State) was 
attracted by the Number of Lamps which he 
perceived in a Bow Window in a Coffee- 
houſe up one Pair of Stairs: He went in, and 
found a Number of Perſons whoſe anxious 
Countenances all denoted their Intereſt and 
Connexions with the various Turns of For- 
tune which here revolved. This was the 
Temple of that Goddeſs, who was worſhip- 


ped under the Form of two Ivory Balls that 
rolled 
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rolled upon a Table covered with Green 
Cloth, and which were puſhed backward and 
forward with certain ſhaped Sticks. It were 
needleſs, after this, to ſay this was a Billiard 
Room ; Dick ſaw Bank Notes circulate, and 
Guineas inceſſantly fly acroſs the Table : He 
had never diſcovered in himſelf an Itch for 
Play before, and he certainly would have 
been inticed to have partook of the Sport, if 
the State of his Pocket had not prevented 
him. This Party ſoon ended, and a Perſon 
dreſſed like a military Man taking up a Mace, 
_ enquired if any one choſe to play a Game? 
Dick, who had been reckoned a tolerable Pro- 
ficient at this Game at Denbigh, accepted the 
Challenge, and they ſet to for a Shilling. Our 
Hero won the firſt five Games, without his An- 
tagoniſt's ever getting above five or ſix of the 
Game, Notwithſtanding this Diſparity in their 
Play, his Antagoniſt was ſtill deſirous of in- 
creaſing the Sum he played for : Dick, who had 
never won ſo much Money in his Life, though 
he had frequently conquered thoſe who play- 
ed with him for many a Gallon of Welſh Ale, 
was eaſily prevailed upon to double his Betts: 

he 
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he was ſtill ſucceſsful, and increaſed his Gain 
to twenty-five Shillings, when he was de- 
ſirous of leaving off. A By-ſtander, who had 
loſt nearly as many Pounds as Dick had won 
Shillings, broke out into an Exclamation 
which was quite unintelligible at this Time 
to Dick: By © G—d, Sir, ſaid he (to his An- 
e tagoniſt) you are able to give him ſix, if 


„ you had a mind to win.” This Aſſevera- 


tion appeared very ridiculous to Richard, 
who could not conceive any one would loſe 
his Money deſignedly : However, now play- 
ing for Half-a-Guinea each Game, our Hero 
found his Antagoniſt improved in his Play 


proportionably to the Sum he played for, and 


having loſt three Games ſucceſſively he threw 
down his Stick and would play no more. 


Dick found the Perſon who had loſt his Mo- 


ney, and had diſcontinued betting againſt him 
for thoſe laſt three Games, more outrageous 
than ever, and taking Richard aſide, told him 
if he had continued laying on, Things would 
not have taken that Turn. But this had no 
Effect upon Dick, who ftill imagined that if 
ke had continued playing on, Fortune would 

have 
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have favoured him again as much as it had 
at firſt: And in this Opinion Dick reſolved 
to raiſe as much Caſh as he poſſibly could, and 
return the next Night, which he accordingly 
did; and having renewed the Party, the Per- 
ſon who had backed him the Night before, 
and had won twenty-five Guineas thereby, 
adviſed him to play for five Guineas a Game 
and he would go his Halves, Had Dich ven- 
tured upon ſuch a Sum at firſt, and loſt only 
one Game, it would nearly have exhauſted 
his whole Capital, ſo that he could not, with 
all the Rhetoric that was uſed on the Side of 
his Backer, be prevailed upon to play for more 
than a Guinea, and this was upon Condition 
of his Friend's going half. 

Dick was beat four Games ſucceſſively, his 
Partner ſtill applauding his great Play, and 
imputing their ill Succeſs to bad Luck; at 
Length he found he had no more Money left, 
and he thought it was Time to diſcontinue, 
Our Hero was a good deal mortified at his 
Loſs, and more eſpecially as the Money had 
been produced by pledging his beſt Cloaths : 
however, he found that, notwithſtanding his 
FN | Misfortune, 
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Misfortune, Nature required ſome Suſtenance, 
and having eat nothing ſince Breakfaſt, it was 
neceſſary to repair to a neighbouring Houſe, 
in order to gain ſome Refreſhment, He was 


| ſh:wn into a Room, when having ordered a 


Beef-Steak, he preſently overheard his late 
Antagoniſts in the next Apartment, which was 
divided from that wherein he was only by a 
temporary Partition; and liſtening, he pre- 
ſently heard his pretended Friend and Part- 
ner in his Diſtreſſes, in very familiar Conver- 
ſation with the Perſon who had won their 
Money. This greatly ſurprized him, as they 
had appeared entire Strangers to each other 
at the Billiard Table. Dick's Curioſity being 
thus doubly excited, he caught every Syllable 
that paſſed between them: He foon found 
that the Topic of Converſation was neither 
more nor leſs than the Diviſion of his Money, 
——That his pretended Friend, after- having 
xeceived back what he had in Part paid his 
Antagoniſt, laid Claim to a Moiety of the five 
Guineas which Dick had actually loſt; a Diſ- 
pute aroſe hereupon, and the Diviſion of 
twenty-five Guineas which were won by 

VBLcK 1 Dick's 
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Dick's Antagoniſt's betting the Night before, 
was now brought upon the Carpet, The 
Perſon who won the Money pretended he had 
received but 20 Guineas ; whereas the Loſer 
had publickly declared his loſing 25. This 
Controverſy produced a Recapitulation of all 
their former Combinations ; in which were 
enumerated many Stratagems they had uſed- 
to take in young Fellows, by playing toge- 
ther in Quality of Strangers; one dropping 
into a Billiard-Room ſome Time after an- 
other, and betting with Bye- ſtanders, who 
were ſure to loſe which ever Side they took; 
by making imaginary Wagers one with an- 
other, and prevailing upon a third Perſon to 
go Half with one of them; whenever they 
loſt by paying in Money ſhort of Weight; 
by always pretending to be without Silver, in 
Caſe of loſing a Bett, and thereby, in a Scar- 
city of Change, frequently avoiding the Pay- 
ment; by ſinking their Play when any Per- 
{on unacquainted with it came in, and in this 
Manner impoſing themſclves upon him for bad 
Players, in order to obtain Odds, when they 
were. able to give them ; by referring any 
Diſpute 
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Diſpute to each other, and by this Means being 
ſure of a Deciſion in their Favour ; by lay- 
ing Wagers, and putting the Money into one 
of their Hands to hold Stakes, and after- 
wards by Quibble and Stratagem ſo perplex- 
ing the Argument as to render it impoſſible 
ever to be decided, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 

Such a Scene of Villainy was here laid 
open to Dick, that his Blood boiled with Ire 
and Revenge to make an Example of Two 
ſuch Villains: But ignorant of the proper 
Method of bringing them to Juſtice, and un- 
willing to appear in the Character of an In- 
former, he was obliged to leave them ſtill to 
prey upon the ignorant and unwary. He ne- 
vertheleſs wrote an anonymous Letter to a 
certain popular Magiſtrate, giving him Infor- 
mation of the Diſcovery he had made, with 
a Deſcription of their Perſons, and added the 
Names he had learned they went by. But 
- this Letter had no Effect; and he had the 


is Mortification to be informed, by a Perſon who 
id was acquainted with. the Juſtice, that he never 
ey paid any Attention to anonymous Informations. 
ny | | 
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Dick makes Acquaintance with an Half pay 
Officer ——Frequents genteel Ordinaries, and 
gets into good Company. Some Characters 
(real or imaginary) N by his Con- 
ductor. 
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HOUGH Dick looked upon the Diſ- 

covery he had juſt made as well worth 
the Money he had paid for it, yet the Draught 
was at preſent ſo ill-timed and inconvenient, 
that he would at this Juncture willingly have 
returned the Knowledge he had pained to 
have been repoſſeſſed of his. Five Guineas, 
which he really ſtood in great Need of, and 
the more ſo, as the Quarrel which he had 
taken occaſion to create with Belvidera, upon 
ker Refuſal to turn Agent in regard to his 
Embryo Comedy, had thrown him intirely 
| upon 
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upon his own Hands for Board and Mainte- 
nance ; whereas before this Rupture he was 
a conſtant Gueſt at her Table, Breakfaſt, Din- 
ner, and Supper : And, indeed, we may look 
upon the Intruſions he made upon her Good- 
nature and Generoſity ſo ill requited, as the 
firſt Step Dick took in his Career towards 
Paraſiti/ſm. ; 

Though he had loſt the Produce of his 
beſt Coat at Billiards, he was {till in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of a tolerable decent Suit; and Dick, 
who picked up Maxims faſter than he did Pati- 
ents, * was reſolved to keep good Company 
* as long as he was able; Tem Dapperwit 
* having always averred, that there was nei- 
© ther Honour nor Profit to be reaped from 
* poor Folks.” To this End then Dick, 
who took upon him a medicinal Title, fre- 
quented the beſt Ordinaries at the polite End 
of the Town; and being introduced at a 
certain Coffee-houſe near Caſtle-Street, he eat 
Soup with Officers of Rank, and more than 
once had the Honour to dine with a crazy 
- Baronet. 


12 Dick, 
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Dick, who had no ſmall Share of natural 
Curioſity, was very deſirous of being ac- 
quainted with the Characters of his Fellow- 
Gueſts; and his Introductor, who was an 
Half. pay Lieutenant, and whoſe Spleen and 
IIl- nature were proportionably increaſed with 
the Diminution of his Pay, was glad of ſo fa- 
vourable an Opportunity of indulging his 
moſt gratifying Paſſion. 

Sir (ſaid he to Dick) that Perſon whom 
* you perceive at the Head of the Table has 
e preſided here theſe Twenty Years : He is 
*« an old Major of Invalids, who looks upon 
*« every Man out of the Army with Contempt 
« and Scorn, and has more than once deſired 
« the Maſter of the Houſe to admit of no 
*« other Gueſts to this Ordinary but ſuch as 
« were military Men, as we might be ſure of 
*« being in Company with none but Gentle- 
men; but from the Sample of his Sto- 
© mach, he chuſes to have as little to do with 
them as poſlible,” 

* How, Sir (ſaid Dick) does be think the 
other Three genteel Profeſſions do not con- 
* fer that Title as much as the Sword ?—T 

cc am 
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ct am pretty certain there are as good Gentle- 
men of the Church and the Faculty as any 
ce the Army can boaſt.” 

* I do not doubt it, Doctor (replied the 
Officer): But ſoftly, or he will overhear 
us; for though he pretends to be deaf, it is 
only an Artifice of his to gain a Knowledge 
* of People's Sentiments of him, without 
being ſuppoſed to know what they utter. 
It was but the other Day he had a Waiter 
© turned away, for ſaying in a low Whiſper, 
© which he nevertheleſs heard, This old Fel- 
* low will never have done eating: He begins © 
&« the firſt, and ends the laſt. 

The Perſon who fits next him is a French 
Refugee, who came over here 40 Years 
ago for the Sake of Religion, though he 
e has never been to Church ſince his Arrival. 
He complains always of the Want of Ap- 
« petite, yet he is ſure to devour the niceſt 
© Bits of every Diſh that paſſes him; and 
* when his Plate is too much filled to hold 
any more, if he eſpies the Breaſt or Wing 
of a Fowl or Turkey, which he thinks he 
can demoliſh, he calls for an auxiliary Plate, 
I 4 '« that 
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« that it may remain a Corps de Reſerve for 
* the Supplement of his Appetite. By this 
« Means it often happens that we at the 
„ lower End of the Table never get a Taſte 
© of any Diſh that is better than common, 
e -whilſt he turns away. more than would 
* ſerve three or four But ſtay, Sir, we ſhall 
c ſtand a bad Chance for a Bit of that Gooſe, 
if we do not make Intereſt with the Waiter 
* before it goes by him again.“ | 
So intereſting an Operation for ſome time 
diverted their Thoughts from the Characters 
of the Gueſts to the Taſte of the Victuals, 
as their Attention had hitherto been intirely 
taken up with Soup and the Two Mo- 
nopoliſts. 
When the Subaltern had repaſted himſelf 
as much as he could upon the Fragments 
which deſcended from the upper End of the 
Table, he renewed his Deſcription of the 
Characters of the different People about him. 
* The Perſon who ſits on your Right-hand 
„ (faid he to Dick) dreſſed in that tawdry 
* Suit of laced Cloaths, was a few Months 
L * ſince a common Soldier in the African 
« Company's 
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“Company's Service: His Story is ſomething 
„ ſingular, About Two Years ago he came 
« over from Ireland, upon the Demiſe of his 
Father; and inſtead of applying the Le- 
« oacy which was bequeathed him in the 
“ Purchaſe of a Commiſſion, he laid it 
«out in Monmouth-Street in Second-hand 
© Embroidery and a blue Feather, which 
he wore in a Hat laced with Gold Point 
« d'Eſpagne. In this Dreſs he walked 
“about Town and frequented public Places, 
« till all his fine Cloaths, not forgetting his 
„Hat, returned to their primitive Station; 
“and having in vain repeatedly importuned 
« his Brother, Who reſided in Ireland. to fur- 
t niſh him pecuniary Aſſiſtance, in a Fit of 
« Deſpair he repaired to an Agent'sOffice near 
* the Change, and liſted for a Soldier in the 
% African Service, He ſoon after ſet Sail 
« with the other Recruits raiſed for the Pro- 
e tection of the Company's Settlements upon 
che Coaſt of Guinea, where he arrived after 
« a long and difagrecable Voyage, which his 
« Conſtitution ſo ill ſuited with, that he was 
« violently afflicted with the Bloody Flux. 

«6 He 
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He was ſtill confined by Illneſs in the Ho- 
c ſpital, when a Letter of Advice came to the 
* commanding Officer to diſmiſs him, his 
% Brother having died the very day he ſet 
« Sail from England; and he becoming poſ- 
* ſeſſed of Fifteen hundred Pounds a Year, 
e his Brother's Executors had purchaſed his 
Liberty, and obtained his Recal. Accord- 
* ingly he was brought out of the Hoſpital, 
* and being cleanſed and cloathed in decent 
« Apparel he was placed at the Captain's 
Table, who till then was unacquainted 
« with the Connexions-of his late Soldier and 
e preſent Gueſt. He was now accommodated 
„ in the beſt Manner the Fort would allow; 
< and having in ſome meaſure recovered his 
Health, he returned to England on board 
* the firſt Ship that ſailed for Europe. He 
* has ſince reſumed his former ridiculous Ap- - 
* pearance; and notwithſtanding his apparent 
<< Frugality in many Reſpects, ſtill continuing 
4 to purchaſe all his Cloaths Second-hand, 
e eating at Ordinaries, and living in a Gar- 
© ret, he is nevertheſs ſo contradictorily ex- 
, travagant upon vartous Occaſions, particu- 
1 < larly 
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« larly with regard to the Ladies of Plea- 
« ſure, to whom he is one of the greateſt 


Pupes now about Town, that it will not 


ebe ſurpriſing if in a few Years. we ſee him 
in the ſame miſerable State from whence 
the Death. of his Brother releaſed him, 
„without having done one Act that reflected 


* honour upon himſelf, or tended to the good 


„of Mankind. | 
The little black Man who ſits oppoſite to 
« you (continued Richard's friend) is a French- 


man, though he diſowns his Country, and 


« ſays he is a Sw1/5 : Neither will he acknow- 


« ledge that he is a Jeſuit, though it is well 


known by many that he belongs to that Or- 


* der. He came over in the Character of Maſter 
* of Languages; and though he is ignorant of 
* every Tongue in Europe fundamentally, he 
had the Art of inſinuating himſelf, by Means 
* of the Recommendation of foreign Miniſters, 
* to whom he rendered himſelf very uſeful 


* in different Reſpects, in many good Fami- 


* lies. However he ſoon loſt his Credit in 
* this Capacity; for Three of his Female 
Scholars eloped in Six Months, Two were 


then 
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e then pregnant, and one is now in Keeping 
„ by a Foreigner of Diſtinction. If he could 
* no longer act in the Character of Maſter of 
“Languages, his Talents in the other Voca- 
„ tion were become ſo famous, that he had 
* more Buſineſs upon his Hands than he could 
execute himſelf ; ſo that he was obliged to 
* employ Two Aſſiſtants, to whom he al- 
* lowed proper Stipends. He has had the 
* Honour of pimping for Perſons of the firſt 
„Rank, and is ſuppoſed to have transferred 
« as many Maidenheads to the Nobility as 
* he is now poſſeſſed of India Bonds. He 
« has, however, drawn upon himſelf the 
“ Averſion of many, even amongſt his Em- 
e ployers: For though they approved his Dex- 
te terity as a Bawd, they could not help 
« deſpiſing the Pander; add to this the Re- 
* ſentment of the Relations of thoſe Females 
© whom he has been the Inſtrument of de- 
6 luding ; fo that he frequently meets with 
« Aﬀronts, which he very philoſophically paſſes 
40 over; and notwithſtanding he has been more 
« than once refuſed Admittance at Court, he 
till perſiſts in making his Appearance there.“ 

By 
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By theſe Means Dick ſoon became acquaint- 
ed with the Character of every remarkable 
Perſonage who frequented this Ordinary; ſo 
that though he had at firſt reſorted hither in 
the Expectation of aſſociating with good Com- 
pany, he found he was greatly miſtaken ; and 
that in Point of Eating, it was but a mere 
Tantalus's Meal, which the Preſident and 
ſtaunch Members took particular Care ſhould, 
be only a viſual Regale. He communicated 
his Sentiments upon this Head to his Con- 
ductor, who, from the Characters he had 
drawn, was compelled to acquieſce with him in 
theſe Sentiments ; and it was reſolved that 
they ſhould the next Day go in Purſuit of bet- 
ter Chear, if not better Company. 


CHAP 
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CHAP. XV. 


A Deſcription of the Gueſts of a certain Or. 
dinary near Soho, and the Reaſon of Dick's 
quitting it. 


GREEABLE to their Reſolution they 
changed their foraging Quarters the 

next Day, being informed of the beſt Ordi- 
nary in London in a Street leading to Soho- 
Square, This News was the more agreeable 
to Dick and his Friend, as it might have been 
ſaid they were fairly ſtarved out of their 
former Meſs. Thither then they accordingly 
repaired, preciſely at Three o'Clock, when 
they and the Soup entered together. At the 
Head of the Table ſat a luſty Woman, who 
ſeemed to be the beſt and moſt promiſing Sign 
the Houſe could have, as ſhe was really the 
Emblem of Plenty. On one Side of her fat 
| a Man 
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a Man aged about Sixty-four, to whom ſhe 
appeared to pay her greateſt Attention, She 
called him Captain, which carried a Sort of 
Conviction to-Dick that he had no puny Ap- 
petite ; however, his carbuncled Face and 
Deficiency of Teeth rendered the Opinion 
problematical, at leaſt for ſome Time: But 
every Doubt upon this Head was ſoon re- 
moved, when after Three Plates of Soup, 
about a Pound of Boullie, half a Fowl, and a 


couple of Flounders, he ordered a clean Plate- 


for an additional Proviſion of Apple-pye. 
But if he ſo earneſtly and warmly compli- 


mented the Dinner, by paying ſuch profound 


Reſpect to every Diſh, he was not without 
his Intervals of complaining at the Loſs of 
Appetite (which certainly could not be ill- 
grounded ere he had finiſhed) as well as at 
the Agony of the Stone, and apologizing for 


the Diſturbance he occaſioned, by being. 


obliged to riſe Five Times, in order to attempt 
an urinary Evacuation. So that making pro- 
per Allowances for theſe Intervals and Inter- 
ruptions, it cannot be alledged that he loſt 
much Time in his Performance, conſidering. 

that 
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that Dinner was intirely removed in adout 

an Hour. | 
Oppoſite to the Captain ſat a Man, whoſe 
rueful Countenance, and tarniſhed laced 
Cloaths, beſpoke him a Foreigner of no Di- 
ſtinction. It ſeems he was Valet de Chambre 
to a certain foreign Miniſter, who keeps all his 
Servants upon Board Wages, becauſe he is 
not able to pay for their eating at home, and 
has loſt all his Credit with his Baker and 
Butcher. This Domeſtic (who was never- 
theleſs equipped with a Sword, and was faid 
to be a dreadful Man with that Weapon) 
though he was oppoſite in Point of Situation 
to the Captain, was very far from being ſo in 
Point of Eating, He rather demonſtrated 
what the Captain had been able to perform 
Twenty Years before, when the racking Pains 
of the Stone and the urinary Calls no-way 
prevented him paying his intire Devotions at 
the Altar of Gluttony. This exotic Bolter 
was computed to be a Five Pound Man, 
without Sauce or Acids, He was a profeſſed 
Ordinary-Breaker : He had cauſed Two Eat- 
ing-Houſes to be ſhut up within a Week, had 
h | been 
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been bought off from a third, and was actu- 

ally in Treaty with Dick's preſent Landlady 
for Two Dozen of Wine, . never to ſhew his 
Dexterity there again. T his Information ſhe 
gave the Company after his Departure, and 
at the ſame time hinted ſhe was a conſider - 
able Loſer by the Captain; but that ſhe 
ſhould tolerate him, as, according to the 
Height of his Diſorder and the Courſe of 
Nature, he could not live many Months; and 
that he had as good as promiſed her he 
ſhould not forget her in his Will, —He died 
within the Time, but forgot to ſubjoin his 
Codicil. 

Dick's Curioſity was now excited to know | 
who the little Foreigner in Black that fat op- 
poſite to him might be; which the Landlady 
very readily gratified, by drawing his Picture 
in a few Words. He was originally in 
«* Monk's Orders; but having an Intrigue 
« with a Nun, which was diſcovered, be and_ 
his Miſtreſs were obliged to make their 3 
0 Eſcape out of France, leſt the Laws of that 
« Country ſhould have been inflifted upon 
them for their Indiſcretion, They took 

Vol. I. = Refuge 
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Refuge in Holland, where ſhe exerted her 
4 Talents as an Actreſs, and in that Capacity 
e attracted the Attention of a rich Burgo- 
« maſter, who took her into Keeping, and ſhe 
allowed him a certain Sum to live upon; 
* not being contented with her Bounty, in 
* endeavouring to make her increaſe it, a 
« Quarrel aroſe,. in which ſuch Abuſe paſſed 
< on his Side, as his Miſtreſs would never for- 
« give: So that after repeated Intreaties, he 
« found himſelf under the Neceſſity of de- 
*« camping, as he had no longer any Credit at 
« Amſterdam; and as all his Money and moſt 


* of his Cloaths had long ſince been diſpoſed 


« of, In a word, he thought proper to come 
« over to England, where he was for ſome 
« time in the utmoſt Indigence; but chang- 
& ing his Religion, the Committee of the 
&« French Refugees allowed him a ſmall Sup- 
port till ſuch time as he could get into ſome 
« Kind of Buſineſs. He at length obtained 
& the Place of French Teacher at a Boarding 
* School ſome Miles from London. He was 
& now enabled to make a more decent Ap- 


* pearance ; and falling into Company with 


«a Girl 


THE PARASITE mar 
« a Girl who was tired of remaining any 
“longer in a Virgin State, he eaſily prevailed 
* upon her to marry. Though ſhe brought 
ce him no other Dower than her Perſon, he 
* thought proper to give out that his Wife 
« was an Heireſs; and in this Preſumption 
* he took a genteel Houſe at the polite End 
“of the Town, though he did not intirely 
6 give up his Profeſſion ; for he endeavoured 
© to gain Scholars and Boarders. But this 
& Plan ſucceeded ſo ill, that he ſoon found 
© himſelf compelled to quit his Houſe, and 
© leave the Furniture to pay his Rent and his 
* Creditors. His Wife finding Things take 
“ ſo diſagreeable a Turn, and that her Huſ- 
© band, who had impoſed himſelf upon her 
© for a Man of Fortune, was little better than 
* a Beggar, ſhe thought it was time to ſtudy 
her Intereſt rather more than her Duty 
and conſulting her Glaſs, ſhe perceived 
e ſuch Charms as, properly employed, might 
* ſet her above Want. An Opportunity ſoon 
© occured; and a certain Scotch Peer ſoon 
6 after taking Notice of her at Ranelagh, 


found Means to have a Conference with 


K 2 « her; 
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&« her; in which he made her ſuch Propoſals, 
* as ſhe thought it would be imprudent for 
her at preſent to refuſe. A Lodging was 
* taken for her, and my Lord repeated his 
*« Viſits. Her Huſband immediately took the 
« Alarm, and threatened a Profecution for 
«© Crim. Con. But his Reſentment was ſoon 
« ſtifled by an Agency from his Lordſhip, 
« with 200/. ready Money, or Security for 
* an Annuity of 50 J. a Year for his Life. 
“The Sight of the Money was too alluring ; 
© he had never ſeen ſuch a Sum before, and 
« he fairly gave up all his Pretenſions to his 
Wife for the Enjoyment of the Gold, 
« Fluſhed with his Succeſs, and imagining 
& his Fortune was now made, without the 
* Poſlibility of that Jade's ever turning her 
* blind Side to him again, he went that very 
te Afternoon and beſpoke a Couple of Suits 
&* of laced Cloaths, and as many plain ones: 
He then repaired to an adjacent Tavern, 
* and ordered an elegant Dinner, enquired of 
* the Porter for the fineſt Girl he had upon 
c his Lift, and was preſently waited upon by 


her. They regaled themſelves together; 
and 
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« and after Dinner ſhe was enquired for by 
« a Perſon, whom ſhe ſaid was a Clergyman, 
and her own Brother. The little French- 
«© man's Politeneſs would not let him wait a 
Moment for an Invitation to make one of 
the Party. He ran down himſelf, and 
brought him immediately to his Siſter, 
© whom the Eccleſiaſtic had not ſeen, ac- 
* cording to her Account, for many Months, 
* having been in the Weſt Indies, where he 
« had made his Fortune by marrying a rich 
Widow. Such powerful Recommendations 
e failed not to impoſe upon the Linguiſt— 
Every thing the Parſon ſaid was Goſpel— 
* every thing he propoſed was Law. At 
t length a Party at Piquet was mentioned, 
* and the Cards were almoſt as inſtantly pro- 
e duced. They began for a Bottle, and they 
© ended for an Hundred Pounds, double or 
* quit, which the little Frenchman loſt, It 
© were needleſs to ſay this was the Price of 
© his Wife, which he had received in the 
* Morning, and that he was left Pennyleſs. 
“The Lady who had favoured him with her 
Company to Dinner being converted from 
K 3 her 
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« her bad Courſes by the Preſence of her 
« pious Brother, they retired together, and 
* left the unhappy Linguiſt to lament his 
<« Fate and the Force of Religion. 

* Since that Time he has been compelled 
« to drudge on in his former Vocation, his 
« Wife ſtill remaining in his Lordſhip's Poſ- 
« ſeſſion, deſpiſed as much for his mean Con- 
« deſcenſion as his extravagant and 2 
40 Folly. ” 

The German Valet ſet to Flight, the Cap- 
tain defunct, and the little Frenchman con- 
veyed to his Summer Lodgings in the Mar- 
ſhalſea, there was not one Member of the Or- 
dinary left, except the Miſtreſs, who could 
converſe in the Engliſh Language : For the 
whole Company that now remained conſiſted 
of T'wo Baſs-Viols, Three Hautboys, Two 
Violins, a French Horn, Three Kettle-Drums, 
and a Violoncello; and as Dick had not a 
Guſto extravaganzo, or the niceſt Ear in the 
World.for Muſic, he was rather tortured than 
raviſhed. with ſo much Harmony, | 


CHAP. 
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CH A P. XVI. 


“very learned Peroration to a very fooliſh 
Diſcourſe ich however becomes more 
ſerious. A MUSICAL ts conſtrued into a 
NATIONAL Reflection: A Challenge enſues. 
Dick fights a Duel with a Scotch Qficer 
Behaves like himſelf, The Event, 


3 HE Philoſopher's Stone has unſuccęſi- 
fully gravelled the Brain of many 

Fſeudo Philoſophers for ſome Ages. The Per- 

petual Motion has been in perpetual Agita- 

tion, without Cauſe or real Primum Mobile, 

for as many Centuries. The Longitude has 

fathomed the Intellects of all our Navigators, 

and proved the legiſlative Reſolution, if not 

illegal, at leaſt ill founded. Nor can all the 

Diſciples of Euclid, in or out of their Ele- 

ments, ſquare the Circle, and bring Mathe - 

ꝙK 4 matics 
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matics to a Point. However arduous theſe 
Taſks may be, how much ſoever they may 
have foiled Alchymiſts, Navigators, and Ma- 
thematicians, they are eaſy, practicable, de- 
monſtrative, when put in Competition with 
that great Arcanum which ſo many have at- 
tempted, without one ſucceeding, except it 
were in a retaliative Proof. that is, fo con- 
vince a Man he is a Fool. 

Who would have thought that Dick and 
the Captain would ever mutually have ſet 
about ſo difficult an Attempt ? Yet ſo it was, 
Dick having declared his Diſguſt to ſo much 
Muſic, and accidentally let drop that he never 
found ſuch a Quantity of Sound accompanied 
with much Senſe, when immediately the Cap- 
tain took up the Cudgels in Defence of the 
harmonious World, and ſo banged Phyſic 
about with Baſs-Viols, Hautboys, and Hum- 
ſtrums, that he ſcarce left a Tye-Wig and a 
black Coat unmoleſted. It ſhould ſeem that 
the Captain, though a military Man, and 
ready to engage as a Volunteer in any Service, 
was fighting ſomewhat out of his Sphere, 
and with Inſtruments not ſufficiently warlike ; 

5 for 
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for he never, during the whole Argument, 
touched upon the Drum or blew theTrumpet. 
But this ſeeming Inconſiſtency will ſoon be 
removed, when it is known that though the 
Captain was not a profeſſed Muſician, yet he 
profeſſed Muſic; that is, he could play Three 
Tuncs upon the German Flute ; and though 
he had no Voice, thought he had great Taſte 
in humming a Ballad, 

The Captain was urging his Point with 
much Vehemency, to prove that every Man 
that profeſſed Phyſic muſt neceſſarily be a 
Fool, when Dick, who found himſelf greatly 
diſtreſſed for want of Terms as well as Argu- 
ment againſt the Performers of Muſic, was at 
length obliged to yield the Diſpute, and ac- 
knowledged, much againſt his Will, that 
there might be ſome ſenſible Men fond of 
Muſic, © Ay (ſaid the Captain) not only ſen- 
« ſible, but great, heroic, brave, noble, ge- 
* nerous, patriotic Men; nay (continued he) 
* it is impoſlible to be ſo without having a 
© proper Fondneſs for that divine Art; and 
« this is evinced by what Shakeſpear lays : 


c He 
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&« He that has not Muſic in his Soul 
« Is fit for Plots, Treaſon, and Rebellions.” 


« And yet (replied Dick with a Sneer) the 
& Scotch in Fifteen and Forty-five had no 
te Manner of Averſion to it; on the contrary, 
< they were rather fond of it, and are at this 
% Hour all Bagpipers to a Man.” 

The Captain, who was himſelf a Scotch- 
man, fired at this Inſult, as he thought it, 
upon his Country, afked Dick with ſome Em- 
phaſis, Whether he meant that as a na- 
tional Reflection? What (reſumed 
* Dick) to be fond of Muſic ? I thought you 
« eſteemed it a Virtue!” The military Gen- 
tleman turning upon his Heel, went home to 
his Lodging, and wrote the Doctor a Chal.- 
lenge, much in theſe Words: 


« SIR, 
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* | 

« A? IT preſume you ſtile yourſelf a Gen- 
* tleman, and in that Capacity you 
* muſt think it behoveth you to give Satis · 
faction to a Perſon of my Profeſſion, after 
* fo groſs an Inſult as you have this Day 
« given me, I ſhall expect to meet you pre- 
“ pared To-morrow Morning in Hyde-Park 
© by the Cheeſe-Cake Houſe, 

| “ Your's till then, 

% ALEXANDER MACCAMPBELL.” 


Every Incident, however trivial, however 
dangerous, may, conſidered in a philoſophical 
Light, be turned to ſome Advantage. Now 
if this Diſpute had not happened, and the 
Challenge been given, I and the Reader might 
in all likelihood have been left in the Dark, 
with reſpect to the Captain's Country and his 
Name. So that after having been ſo long pe- 
ſtered with his Nonſenſe, we might at length 
have dropped his Acquaintance, without ſo 


much as knowing who he was, or where he 
came from. 


Now 
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Now let us ſee how Dick behaves upon this 
Occaſion. I would, as a peaceable Man and 
a Philoſopher, adviſe him not to accept or an- 
ſwer the Challenge: But then as a Hero—as 
a Paraſite as Dick  Swallow—Son of the 
Reverend Mr. Swallow deſcended lineally 
from King Edgar—as a Gentleman, and, 
what is ſtill more, as a Doctor, he cannot 
tamely put up with ſuch an Inſult—leſt he 
ſhould be taken by the Noſe in every Coffee- 
houſe in Town, and peremptorily declared 
and pronounced a Coward, 

Dick acted juſt as he ought to have done: 
He repaired to the Place of Rendezvous, took 
a Sword and a Brace of Piſtols with him, met 
the Captain, after a Parley exchanged 'Two 
Balls with him, and was wounded in the 
Skirt of his Caat. There is Heroiſm for you! 
—Who now dare diſpute Dick Swallow's 
being a Man of Courage ?—Who dare call 
the Doctor's Honour in queſtion ? 

A Man's Reputation being once eſtabliſhed, 
whether he has killed his Man or no, he ne- 
ceſſarily and authoritatively aſſumes an Air of 
greater Importance—Dick Swallow looks big, 
and 
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and is complimented, courted, and feared in 
proportion as his Countenance teſtifies Anger 
and Reſentment, The Captain did not think 
Dick would have fought, and ſo he ſurprized 
himſelf into a Duel : Now the Conſequence 


of this Combat was, that the Captain was 


very glad to make Dick his Friend again; and 
though the Ay before he thought it a na- 
tional Reflection for him to ſay, The Scotch 
played upon the Bagpipes, he would not now 
have thought it one had the Doctor averred, 
even in a phyſical Senſe, They were very ex- 
pert at the Fiddle. No, ſo far from it, the 
Captain inſiſted upon Dich's dining with him 
and though all Altercation might the Day be- 
fore have been prevented, if the Captain had 
| choſen to have made uſe of his Penetration 
I mean into Dick's Pocket, which, being defi- 
cient of its proper Diapaſon, made him 
take ſuch a particular Diſguſt to Muſic ; 1 
ſay, though the Captain did not then exert 
his Second-ſighted Talent, he thought it 
prudent now to avail himſelf of it, and in a 


ſeeming friendly Manner ſaid, “ Perhaps 


«© Caſh 
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« Caſh is low; but I have ſome at your 
« Service.” This Propoſal ſet every Thing 
to Rights. They went to Dinner at the old 
Place; and there was not any Inſtrument 
(Forks and Knives included) even in Dick's 
Opinion, out of Tune. 


CHAP, 


THE PARASITE. 143 


CR AP HV 


Being the CHAPTER or OECONOMY 3 
very proper to be read by all Prodigals and 
Spendthrifts: 
10 be paſſed over by every Reader who can 
fuſbet himſelf tinctured with the ſmalleſt 
Degree of Penury or Covetouſneſs,——— 
N. B. It is certain Poiſon to a Miſer. 


4 * E laft Chapter ſufficiently proved, I 
think, Dick's Courage and Heroiſm: 
So that I would have the Reader be very civil 
to him, and not cavil at any Thing he may 
do or ſay, leſt he ſhould call upon him in 
Hyde-Park, or behind Montague- Houſe, To 
tell the Truth, I am a little afraid of him 


myſelf, now I have found him to be ſuch a | 


ſpirited Fellow, and I wiſh I had fairly got 
rid of him with all my heart: For if I ſhould 


happen 
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happen to ſay a Syllable too much or a Word 
too little, he may be for pointing with the 
End of his Sword, Anatomiſt- lite, the neareſt 
Way to my Heart, or, what is ſtill worſe, in 
order to illuſtrate his new Treatiſe upon Gun- 
ſhot Wounds, he may think a half: ſtarved 
Author no unfit Object for trying the Force 
of that heavy Metal. "Theſe Things being 
duly conſidered, I wiſh the Doctor had never 
employed me for his Biographer ; but as I 
have undertaken the Taſk, I muſt go through 
with it, let the Conſequence be what it 
Will. | 
I think we left the Doctor going to Dinner, 
after having taken a Whet of Honour in Hyde- 
Park, which was, however, an Object of ſo 
much Conſequence that he could not ſtay to 
Breakfaſt, and which did not fail giving him 
a higher Reliſh for the enſuing Repaſt. But 
I am jorry to be obliged to remember that 
Dick had no Money in his Pocket, ſave the 
Compliment Captain Maccampbell made him 
in going along ; and if we are to take into 
Conſideration the uſual Extent of a Half-pay 
Lieutenant's Purſe, we cannot ſuppoſe this 
| Compliment 
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Compliment would far exceed the neceſſary 
Expence of dining. Now that great Evil at- 
tending Humanity called Eating would in all 
Likelihood prevail the next Day, and it will 
be expedient we ſhould find Ways and Means 
for raiſing the neceſſary Supplies, 

He retired to Reſt with a heavy Heart, re- 
ſolving not to riſe the next Day till he had 
hit upon ſome Scheme for extricating himſelf 


from his preſent Difficulties. Dick's Imagi- 


nation failed him for Fourteen Hours ; and 
whilſt his inventive Powers were then per- 
forming Quarantine, the Houſe was under 


Debate whether ſome Accident had not hap- 


pened to the Doctor, as he commonly roſe 
pretty early, and had not yet been heard at One 
o'Clock in the Afternoon. His Landlord con- 
ſulted with his Neighbour upon the Staircaſe 
what was proper to be done: * For (faid he) 
« if he ſhould have hanged himſelf, and we 
break open the Door, we may perhaps till 
% ſave his Life But the Queſtion is, Can 
e legally do it without the Aſſiſtance of a 
© Conſtable ?” This Debate, which he partly 
heard, as the Conference was held at his 

VoL. I. | | L Door, 
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Door, added to a very ſharp Appetite, 
prompted him to riſe and examine the preſent 
State of his Finances; when lo! they ap- 
peared to conſiſt of the Sum of Tus Pence 
One Halfßenny. He had, in the Courſe 
of his Ruminations, fully eonſidered the 
Extent of his Wardrobe and Moveables, 
without being able to hit upon any Piece of 
Merchandize that would raiſe a Silver Six- 
pence, except what he had upon his Back— 
ſo that he was going to conclude this would 
neceſſarily be a Day of involuntary Faſting. 
However, he at length recollected having 
been informed that there was a cheap Eating- 
houſe near Newgate-Street : He repaired thi- 
ther, and diſcovered it under the Title of 
Young Pontac's. He was till apprehenſive 
that his Caſh would not enable him to make 
2 Regale here; but upon Enquiry he found 
himſelf agreeably miſtaken, and was preſently 
ſerved with a Meſs of Broth and a Mutton- 
Chop, which, with Bread, amounted to no 
more than the Extent of his Pocket. 


Dick 


. Wo- FT 


> 
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Dick was highly pleaſed at having found 
out ſo cheap an Ordinary, and was reſolved 
as an Occonomiſt to frequent it, even when 
ſuch abſolute Neceflity did not oblige him to 
take this Road. He accordingly reſorted 
here twice or thrice a Week, and picked up 
ſome ſaving Knowledge he was before unac- 
quainted wich. An elderly luſty Man, toler- 


ably genteel in his Dreſs, conſtantly meſſed 


with him. By his great Attention to the 
Goodneſs of the Halfpence, and his Antipathy 
to the Bread the Houſe afforded, which in- 
duced him always to bring a Slice in his 
Pocket, Dick had a ſhrewd Suſpicion that he 
was a Man whoſe Circumſtances might en- 
able him to live in a more ſatisfactory Man- 
ner; and therefore had the Curiolity one 
Day, after he had made his Twopenny Din- 
ner, to follow him home. Dich ſaw him en- 
ter into one of the Inns of Court, and was 
informed by the Porter that he was an 1ri/b 
Nobleman's Brother, who occupied the Three 
Pair of Stairs Chamber, on Account, as he 
ſaid, of thereby avoiding any Noiſe over his 
Head : That he was reputed to have an In- 

L 2 come 
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come of about Eight hundred Pounds a 
Year; yet he kept no Servant, nor would be 
troubled with the Laundreſs of the Inn; ſo 
that it was ſuppoſed he had not had a Fire in 
his Chambers for Seven Years that he had 
occupied them, in which Time they had 
never underwenta Cleariing : That hisWaſher- 
woman gave him the Character of a great 
Oeconomiſt, as he never wore but one Shirt 
a Week ; and in Summer, when his Brother 
was out of Town (at whoſe Houſe he con- 
ſtantly dined when his Lordſhip was in Lon- 
don) he ſhifred but once a Fortnight : That 
he employed no other Taylor than the Occu- 
pier of the Stall at the Corner of the Lodge, 
who had averred that he pieced his Breeches 
ſeven- times: That his Perukemaker kept a 
Shop in Middle-Row : And that he performed 

the Office of Shoeblack himſelf. | 
This aſtoniſhing Inſtance of Frugality did 
not fail to make Dick look back upon his 
former Conduct in the higheſt Point of Pro- 
digality; and ſince he found Noblemen's Bro- 
thers ſuch conſtant Gueſts at Pontac's, he 
was reſolved to get the better of an over- keen 
Appetite, 
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Appetite, and devote but Two Pence Half- 
penny a Day for his Dinner. 
Notwithſtanding this new Plan of Oeco- 


| nomy which Dick adopted, we do not find 


that he proportionably enriched himſelf, ei- 
ther in Pocket or Fleſh : On the contrary, 
from a tolerable good Habit of Body, which 
he had acquired by his former plenteous Liv- 
ing for ſome Months, he was grown thin, 
looked wan and pale, and every Perſon that 
he met, whom he was acquainted with, aſked 
him if he was not ill. At the ſame Time, 
with all this Parſimony, his Finances ſeldom 
exceeded a Shilling ; ſo that in deſpite of the 
noble Example which he had for ſome time 
followed, Dick reſolved for the future to make 
a hearty Meal, as often as the State of his 
Pocket would allow, or his Addreſs in ob- 
taining Admittance to a good Table would 
ſerve him for a Paſſport. 


Indulge, and to thy Genius freely give : 
For, not to live at Eaſe, is not to live: 
Death ſtalks behind thee, and each flying Hour 
Does ſome looſe Remnant of thy Life devour. 


L 3 Live 
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Live while thou liv'ſt; for Death will make 


us all | 
AName—a Nothing—but an old Wife's Tale. 


Theſe Lines, which Dick met with in the 
Sßectator, tranſlated from Perſius, had per- 
haps more Influence over his future para- 
ſitical Conduct, than even the mortifying Sa- 
lutations upon the Score of Sickneſs which he 
frequently met with, or the Danger he 
thought there was of ſpoiling his Fortune by 
emaciating his Body, 


C HAP. 
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CHAP, XVII. 


The MATRIMONIAL CHAPTER, or pick and 
chuſe Wives Two Shillings a Piece; being 
a certain and ( almoſt ) infallible Method of 

' cbtaining a Lady, young, rich, agreeable, - 
&c. &c. &c. at the reaſonable Price of Four 
and Twenty Pence, 


e are ferry to find that the Liberty ef 
the Preſs and Matrimony have ſince that Pe- 
ricd been taxed One- third higher Patriots 
and Lovers have indeed now Reaſon to cry. 
out (ay, and audibly too) O Tempora 
O Mores ! | 


, E THINKS I hear ſome ſnarling 

Critic cry, © Why, this is a perfect 
« Diſſertation upon Eating. He had better 
< have given it the Title of A Treati/e upon 
* Cookery ; and if he had choſen a hard fo- 


L 4 * reign 
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e reign Name for the Title-Page Author, he 
© might have ſtood a much better Chance of 
* ſelling his Book, than in its preſent Form of 
© Novel This Fellow is certainly ſome 
* half-ſtarved Author, who having long loſt 
« Sight of a real good Dinner, has a Mind 
* to indulge his Imagination with one upon 
% Paper This muſt be the Production of 
« {ome hungry Grub, whoſe predominant Pal- 
« fion, ſo ſeldom gratified, being to eat, he 
„ cannot get the Thought out of his Head.” 
All this, and whatever elſe the learned or un- 
learned Critic ſhall chuſe to ſay upon this 
Performance, the Editor chearfully ſubmits 
to; and as the Doctor has been ſo long em- 
ployed in this natural Function, it is neceſſary 
that he as well as the Reader ſhould have 
ſome Time allowed for Digeſtion : And to 
this End he is now preparing his Hero for a 
long Faſt, which he imagines will be of infj- 
nite Service, if not to his Body or his Soul, at 
leaſt to his Pocket. 

J have met with the Remark ſomewhere, 
That all Comedies; as well as Novels, end 
with the Hero's Marriage; for that neither 
the 
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the Poet nor the Author, however powerful 
their Invention might have been whilſt he re- 
mained in a State of Celibacy, are able to 
carry him through a Scene or a Chapter as 
ſoon as the nuptial Knot is tied. Now I 
would willingly break the Neck of this Re- 
mark, it I poſſibly could, and, by publiſhing 
the Banns for the firſt Time next Sunday, 
marry Dick before he were a Month older.— 
But there are two Things neceſſary to be 
previouſly obtained : The firſt is, to meet 
with a Lady in every Reſpect ſuitable (but 
more particularly in Point of Fortune) and 
the next, to get her into the Mind, The 
Reaſon I have laid ſuch a Streſs upon the 
Ttalic Parentheſis might be obvious to any 
Reader in Dick's preſent Situation, as we do 
not believe he would have becn long able to 
ſupport a Wife, without ſome auxiliary con- 
nubial Aſſiſtance No, not even if ſhe had 
agreed to dine every Day at Young Pontac's 
upon a Meſs of Broth and a Mutton- 
Chop, » > 
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Ever ſince our Hero's Diſmiſſion from Mr. 
Fillet's Service, he had fixed his Mind intirely 
upon Matrimony ; nay, even whilſt Belvi- 
dera and his hopeful Muſe flattered him with 
ſuch theatrical Reſources. He had dangled at 
Ranelagh,loitered at / auxhall, counted the Trees 
over and over in St. Fames's Park, and yet he 
found himſelf as far from marrying a Girl of 
Fortune as the very firſt Moment he ſtepped 
out of the Stage- Coach in Whitechapel. This 
to be ſure was extraordinary, conſidering our 
Hero's Merit and perſonal Accompliſhments, 
yet it is nevertheleſs true, as well as the 
mortifying Conſideration, that the Doctor's 
black Coat could not poſſibly undergo another 
Scouring, nor his Perriuig another Flux · 
ing. 

It was this laſt diſagreeable Reflexion 
which induced him to think it was high Time 
to make ſomething of a deſperate Puſh to- 
wards Matrimony : He had ſeen many Ad- 
vertiſements in the public Papers, intimating 
that a Gentleman, ſo and ſo circumſtanced, 
wanted a Wife ; and he was reſolved to add 

one 
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one to the Number of theſe public ma- 
trimonial Candidates, Though it was a 
lucky Circumſtance for Dick that the Price of 
advertiſing was then but Two Shillings (fo 
that a Man might get a Wife a Shilling 
cheaper than he can now) yet conſidering 
that it left our Hero pennyleſs, it muſt be al- 
lowed that he made a deſperate Puſh to- 
wards Matrimony, and may be literally ſaid 
to have exhauſted his whole Fortune to ob- 
tain a Wife. Notwithſtanding the Ladies 
were unacquainted with this Circumſtance 
(which by-the-bye would have been no very 
favourable one for our Hero) and were there- 
fore intirely ignorant of the important Sacri- 
fice he had made to them, and conſequently 
the great Obligations he laid them under, the 
following Advertiſement produced no leſs 
than Six Letters, addreſſed as directed, the 
very Day it appeared, before Twelve at 
Noon, 


MAT RI. 
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NMATRNIMON x. 


Gentleman in the Prime of Life, whoſe 

Family and Vacation are unexception- 
able, of the faireſt Character and moſt unble- 
miſhed Reputation, whoſe Perſon, he flatters 
himſelf (and has indeed been flattered by all 
his Acquaintance ) is at leaſt agreeable, is de- 
ſirous of uniting in an honourable Way with a 
Lady, either Maid or Widisw, under Forty 
Years of Age, of a chearful Temper, emulous 
of communicating as well as obtaining Content- 
ment and Felicity. As to Fortune, which he 
looks upon no farther eſſential than as it is ne- 
ceſſary to promote thoſe Two deſirable Ends, 
nething farther upon this Head is required 
than what the Lady may think reaſonable for 
the Support of her and her Iſſue. 

Any Lady whom this Propoſal (which is ab: 
ſolutely ſerious) may ſuit, will, upon addreſſing 
a Lina to A. X. at Coffeehouſe, be 
anſwered in ſuch a Manner, as will convince 

her of the Rectitude and Uprightneſs of the Ad- 
| vertifer's Intentions. 


N. B. The 
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N. B. The utmoſt Secrecy is expected, and 
may be depended upon. 


The Reader will doubtleſs imagine, as 1 
did before him, that Dick had nothing to do 
now but to pick and chuſe amongſt his fair 
Correſpondents for a Help-mate for Life. 

The Firſt Letter he opened was from a 
Widow, whoſe former Huſband had died of 
hard Drinking, and who had left her without 
Children, or any Incumbrance whatever, ſave 
a Mortgage of Two thouſand Pounds upon 
an Eſtate, which ſhe enjoyed for Life ; but de- 
ſired, before ſhe declared herſelf in a more 
open Manner, that he would acquaint her by 
Letter of his Height and Size, as well as his 
Complexion, that ſhe might judge whether 
he was addicted to that Vice to which her 
former Huſband had fallen a Martyr. 

The next Epiſtle was from a Maiden Lady, 
who acknowledged ſhe was a Year or two 
above the Limits of the Age he had pointed 
out; but that ſhe had taken ſuch Care of 
her Conſtitution and Complexion, that none 
judged her to be above Thirty: That in 

| reſpect 


30d 
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reſpect to Temper, as well as Fortune, ſhe 
believed ſhe ſhould merit his Approbation, 
being of a remarkable ſweet Diſpoſition, and 
having an Annuity which was ſufficient to 
ſupport her and what Offspring ſhe might 
reaſonably be expected to bring him. 

The Third Card was from a Lady, who 
anſwered his Deſcription ro a Tittle, being 
young, handſome, rich, good-natured, ſen- 
ſible, polite, learned, benevolent, grateful, 
and in ſhort poſſeſſed of every Virtue and 
Accompliſhment that human Nature can poſ- 
ſibly be endowed with. She was to be di- 
rected to at the Bar of the Roe Tavern, 
Bridges-Street, Covent-Garden. 

The next Anſwer was from a Lady much 
more modeſt, though not by ſome hundred 
Degrees ſo virtuous, She acknowledged ſhe 
had been the Miſtreſs of a Nobleman de- 
ceaſed, who had left her a very handfome 
Legacy, which, together with what ſhe had 
ſaved during his Life, would enable her to 
live eaſy, in any Situation ſhe could propole, 
the Remainder of her Days. 


His 
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His Fifth Correſpondent was a Lady of a 
very pious Turn, who had long looked upon 
the Vanities and Vexations of this World in 
their true and ſinful Light, who did not 
now propoſe entering into Matrimony to in- 
dulge any carnal Deſires or vicious Appetite, 
but purely with a ſpiritual View of uniting | 
their Souls in holy Wedlock ; and therefore 
ſettled it as a preliminary Condition, that if 
he were not already, he ſhould before Mar- 
riage, become a Convert to Mr. Whitfield's 
Doctrines, that they might walk together in 
the ſame Path of Righteouſneſs to the Ta- 
bernacle of Faith. 

The laſt Letter be opened was from a 
young Lady almoſt Sixteen, who had 
thought of nothing elſe but a Kuſband for 
theſe Two Years, being perſuaded that ſhe 
was, notwithſtanding her Youth, every 
Way qualified to make a good Wife; and 
was therefore reſolved to profit of the firſt 
Opportunity of going Poſt to Scotland, and 
uniting with any clever Man that would have 


her. The Poſtſcript intimated that ſhe was 
Heireſs to 10,000 J. 


CHAP. 


| 
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CHAP. XIX. 


A ſtrange Revolution in the Situation of Dick's 
| Perſon. A very diſagreeable Con- 
ference between him and his Landlady. The 
Price of a Conceit. The indiſpenſible Ne- 
cefſity he finds himſelf under of employing 
his Time in ſomething elſe than making Love. 
Profeſſions, Hours, and Characters, all in a 
Lump, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
&c. &c. &C. 


T Think we have cut out Work enough 
1 for Dick now—No leſs than Six Women 
upon his Hands at once, all ſoliciting him to 


wed. *© What a ſtupid Raſcal am I (ſaid he) 


* not to have thought of this Method be- 
fore, when 1 had a good Coat to my Back, 
* and Money in my Pocket !—Now the Op- 


% portunity offers, Jam ſo unluckily ſituated, 


ce that 
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tc that I cannot profit of it It is impoſſible: 
for me to appear in this Dreſs with the 
« leaſt Glimmering of Succeſs; and what 
© Rendezvous can I appoint, what Party 
* propoſe, or what Engagement enter into, 
* without a Sixpenny Piece in my Pocket?“ 
| Notwithſtanding theſe diſagreeable Conſider- 
ations, he ſet himſelf down, and anſwered 
every one of the Letters, reſolving that he 
would not let ſuch an Occaſion (lip, and ima- 
gining that One amongſt the Six might over- 
look his thread-bare Coat, and conſider only 
his Perſon and Abilities, 

Whilſt he was thus ſituated between Hope 
and Deſpair, his Landlady, who had ſome 
Suſpicion of his Probity from his Manner of 
Living and Appearance, had frequently ſent 
the Maid up into the next Room, to attend 
his Motions, and obſerve if he did not make 
off with the Sheets, as ſhe had ſome time be- 
fore ſuſtained ſuch a Loſs by a fimilar Lodger. 
Having now remained a Fortnight, without 
once offering to make any Payment, fave the 
Shilling Earneſt he had given (and to evade 


which he had always waited his Opportunity 
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to ſlip out when he thought nobody was in 
the Way) his Landlady one Morning lay in 
Ambuſh, and meeting him upon the Stairs, 
aſked him, in a very abrupt Manner, for his 
Rent; but Dick had a ready Anſwer pre- 
pared, ©* That he had paid away all his Mo- 
4 ney the Day before, but that ſhe ſhould cer- 
« tainly have it the next Morning.” This 
did not however ſatisfy her: She began to 
remonſtrate with him in ſaying, * That ſhe 
e muſt pay her Rent, and that ſhe could not 
<« poſſibly give him any longer Credit—Be- 
« ſides, Sir (ſaid ſhe) where are your 
« Cloaths? You have not brought your 
<« Cloaths yet; ſo that I have no Sort of Se- 
te curity in Hand.” Indeed (he replied with 
« ſome Pleaſantry) you are miſtaken; I 
t brought my Cloaths here the firſt Night, 
te and I am much ſurprized you have not ſeen 
e them,” Why, where are they? (ſaid 
“ ſhe) there is no Trunk or Box in your 
* Room, and I can find nothing upon the 
&« Shelves in your Cloſet.” That may be 
e (he replied) and yet all my Cloaths are here 
« this very Minute.? How is that po- 

« ſible ? 
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* ſible ?” (ſhe aſked) * Why, Madam (con- 
0 tinued he) they are all upon my Back; and 
& I cannot bring any more than J have.“ 

This Conceit coſt him an immediate Diſ- 
miſſion, and ſhe inſiſted upon his procuring 
himſelf another Lodging for that Night. 
This unexpected Inconvenience interrupted. 
the Progreſs of his Six different Suits ; and 
he found it neceſſary, before he gat even One 
Wife, to make certain of a Habitation, which 
he was now bereft of. 

The Errand of Lodging-hiring was one 
that was very far from being agreeable to 
him; for beſides the. Conſideration that his 
Shoes were in a very tender Plight, and 
would ſcarce hold out a Journey from St. 
Fames's to St. Paul's, he was under ſome . 
 Apprehenſions of being dogged by his Cre- 
ditors (who by this time were pretty nume- 
rous) or their Agents, in order to diſcover the 
Place of his Abode ; which being once known 
to them, he was almoſt certain of being ſum- 
moned to the Court of Conſcience, if not of 
being ſerved with a Copy of Writ. 


M 2 He 
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He had ſeen many Bills, but his ſhabby Ap- 
pearance had every where as yet precluded him 
the Inſpection of the Apartments, though he 
had knocked at every Door between Charing- 
Croſs and Temple-Bar, where an Inſcription 
anounced the Accommodation he was in Search 
of, As to the Verge of the Court, he had al- 
ready experienced the extravagant Price of 
Lodgings there, which, added to the inevit- 
able Neceſſity of changing them at the End 
of the Week in caſe of Nonpayment, diverted 
his Thoughts intirely from that Quarter ; 
and he rather choſe to run the Riſque of a 
Viſit from a Catchpole in a Morning faſting, 
than engage in an Expence it was almoſt 
impoſſible for him to ſupport, and which 
muſt inevitably precipitate him into till - 
greater Embarraſſments than he was now ſur- 
rounded with. . 

At length he knocked at one Door, which 
was opened by a Woman about Sixty, the 
Lines of whoſe Face ſtrongly indicated the 
Vixen, the Termagant—An Aſperity of Brow 
ſeemed to have fixed its Reign for the Reſi- 
due of her Life; and to date its Acceſſion 

F | from 
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from that Female Climacteric which con- 
vinces the Sex, in deſpite of all their Artifice 
in ſinking Years, that they are no lenger ju- 
venile, but that their Charms are flown, their 
maternal Powers have quitted them, and in a 
word, that they are really under the Predica- 
ment of old Women. After having ſhewn 
him the Apartment which was to let, and for 
the Hire of which ſhe aſked him 55s. a Week, 
ſhe enquired what Profeſſion he] was of. 
He replied a Preſbyterian. * Poh (ſaid ſhe) 
* I do not mean your Religion » but do you 
© belong to the Sea or Land?“ I am am- 
* phibious, Madam,” he anſwered. She did 
not underſtand him, and ſhe was ſatisfied, — 
But, pray (continued ſhe) what Hours do 
% you keep?” © Very good ones (he ſaid) 
<« if there are any.” I hope (ſaid ſhe) 
* you are always at home by Eleven.” Con- 
ce ſtantly, Madam,” he anſwered (adding, in 
a lower Voice) in a Morning.“ But then, 
« Sir, your Character.“ Here, Madam, 
cc here it is {producing a written Paper) and 
« I believe nobody can queſtion its being a 
M 3 6 good 
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e good one.” She could not read; ſo that 
his portable Reputation was loſt upon her. 

- Thus ſatisfied in every Particular, ſhe ad- 
mitted him for her Lodger : And our Hero 
having eaſily packed up and conveyed his 
Baggage from his former Habitation, entered 
upon the Premiſes that very Evening, 
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CHAP. AX: 


The Facility of getting rid of Half a Dozen 
Miftreſſes. Dick's Diſguſt againſt the Sex. 
An Adventure in the Park, and its Conſe- 
quences, which it is impoſſible for the Reader, 
or any body elſe, to have expected. 


UCH is the uncertain State of human 
Affairs, that the moſt promiſing, the 
molt practicable, the moſt flattering Scheme, 
may be fruſtrated, diſconcerted, circumvent» 
ed, by the moſt trifling, the moſt foreign, the 
moſt unexpected Incident. Who, in the 
Name of Wonder, could have imagined that 
Dick's Marriage and his Six bleſſed Wives 
ſhould all be obliged to be laid aſide for ſome 
time, by the Caprice, or rather Scrupulouſ- 
neſs of Dick's former Landlady ? But though 
they were laid aſide, I would not have it ima- 
gined that they were intirely forgot—ltf the 
Reader remembers, Dick was very attentively 
M 4 employed 
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employed in anſwering all his fair Correſpond- 
ents, when his Landlady ſo unpolitely obliged 
him to /bift his Quarters, becauſe he was un- 
able to ſhift his Coat hs. 


We may imagine then by this time that 
every one of the Ladies was convinced that 
Dick could write, and that the Advertiſe- 
ment which had appeared was certainly 
his own Production. But was this a ſuffi- 
cient Recommendation for him? They were 
not deſirous of being acquainted with his li- 
terary Abilities not one of them called them 
in queſtion: It was his manly, his moral, his 
pious (that is to ſay) his pecuniary Abilities 
that every one of his fair Correſpondents (ex- 
cept the laſt) deſired to be convinced of. As 
to Miſs, ſhe was herſelf poſſeſſed of Money 
enough to get down to Scotland; and ſhe 
imagined all other wealthy Conſiderations 

were ſuperfluous, looking upon a Huſband 
alone as the Summum Bonum of all good 
Things. 

By this time the Integrity and Diſintereſt- 
edneſs of Dick's Correſpondents may be- 
gin to be ſuſpected; and though by their 

| Letters 
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Letters they ſeemed to have nothing more at 
Heart than a happy Union with an agreeable 
Companion for Life, upon farther Enquiry, 
Dick found it neceſſary to talk about Rent- 
rolls, Settlements, Pin-money, Theſe were 
difficult Subjects for our Hero to expatiate 
14pon, eſpecially as he did not do them that 
Juſtice he could have wiſhed under his Gurl- 
fallen Perriwig and thread-bare Coat. In a 
word, there was not One of his Five firſt 
Correſpondents who, upon an Interview, did 
not decline entering into farther Engage- 
ments with our Hero, until he could prove 
himſelf to be a Man of ſome Property—Nay, 
even the pious Lady herſelf refuſed giving 
her Hand to walk with him in the Path f 
Righteouſneſs to the Tabernacle of Faith, as 
he could not aſcertain that he was poſſeſſed 
of more worldly than ſpiritual Riches. 

Thus baffled of all his Hopes, after ſo fair 
a Proſpect, he certainly would have approved 
of his moſt juvenile Correſpondent's Propo- 
ſal, notwithſtanding the many Inconveniences 
that attended it, if her Guardian had not 
gained ſome Intelligence of the Scheme that 
3 was 
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was upon the Carpet, and compleatly put it 
out of her Power to execute it, by carrying. 
her into the Country Fifty Miles from Lon- 
don, and there keeping her under the Eye of 
a very watchful Matron, whoſe Probity, 
though not invulnerable, was not to be at- 
tacked but by a Battery of Golden Shot, 
which our Hero's Artillery was at preſent un- 
furniſhed with, 

Dick was one Day ſtrolling in the Park, 
about Dinner-time, when being at length 
tired with walking and ruminating upon the 
perfidious mercenary Sex, he ſeated himſelf 
upon a Bench. Saon after a middle-aged 
Woman, genteelly dreſſed, came and placed 
herſelf by him. . Our Hero was too deep in 
Thought to attempt broaching a Converſa- 
tion; ſo that in all likelihood nothing would 
have paſſed between him and his preſent Com- 
panion, had ſhe not been poſſeſſed of a greater 
Flow of Spirits. than he could at this Juncture 
command. She had eyed him from Top 
to Toe for ſome Time, not in a ſcornful nor 
yet an amorous Manner ; there was neither 
Love nor Deriſion to be diſcerned in her 

Looks, 
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Locks, but that Sort of Attention which is 
viſible in a Jockey when he examines a Horſe 
that is entered for a Race or put up to Sale, 
The Weather, as uſual, was the preliminary 
Diſcourſe ; which was preſently changed to 
ſuch Queſtions as Dick at firſt thought very 
inquiſitive, if not impertinent. Having, 
however, ſatisfied her Curioſity with reſpect 
to his Country, his Age, and his Profeſſion, 
he was not at all diſpleaſed with the Invita- 
tion ſhe gave him to go and eat a Bit of Mut- 
ton with her. 

He was conducted to a decent ſmall Houſe 
in the new Buildings, which was neatly not 
oſtentatiouſly furniſhed, and found ſuch a Re- 
paſt preciſely as he was invited to. Dick was 
all this while a good deal aſtoniſhed to meet 
with ſo much Hoſpitality from a Sex whom 
he with ſuch ſtrict Juſtice had been condemn- 
ing for their mercenary ſelf, intereſted Views. 
At firſt he imagined that his preſent Hoſteſs 
might be employed by ſome one of his late 
Correſpondents, who having repented of her 
Severity, was deſirous of renewing their Ac- 
quaintance, and accompliſhing her Propoſal; 


but 


. 
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but from the Tenor of her ſubſequent Diſ- 
courſe, he was compelled to alter his Opi- 
nion. Ere now he had ſufficiently recruited 
his Spirits to let her into his preſent neceſſi- 
tous Condition, which he imagined he had no 
Occaſion to hide from her, as ſhe had al- 
ready made him many Offers of Friendſhip, 
and in particular deſired him to favour her 
with his Company every Day at Three 
o'Clock, 

It was not till Dick had paid his fourth or 
fifth Viſit that he gained a Solution to this 
ænigmatical Politeneſs. In the mean while 
he was highly ſurprized at Ming one Even- 
ing, upon his Return hom? genteel Suit of 
Cloaths in his Room. M readily concluded 
that they had been left there through Miſ- 
take, and inſtantly called up his Landlady to 
know by what Accident thoſe Cloaths were 
in his Apartment. She informed him that a 
Taylor had enquired fpr him, and left 
them, ſaying he had brought home Mr, 
Swallow's . Cloaths. Dick was ſtill of Opi- 
nion that there mult be a Miſtake in this At- 
fair, and that ſome other Perſon of his Name 

2 ; : Was 
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was the real Proprietor. In this Opinion he 
ſent all about the Neighbourhood to enquire 
if there were any Nameſake of his to be 
found; but all his Enquiries were ineffec- 
tual. At length prevailing upon himſelf to 
try them on, he found them fit very well; 
and in the Waiſtcoat Pocket he met with the 
Taylor's Bill and Receipt, with his own 
Chriſtian and Surnames. Finding himſelf 
thus intitled to the Cloaths, he thought he 
might, without any further Scruple, wear 
them ; which he accordingly did, and waited 
upon his new Female Acquainrance as uſual 
to Dinner, She complimented him upon his 
genteel Appearance in ſuch a Manner as 
gave him Reaſon to apprehend he had diſco- 
vered the Banker who had ſo readily acquit- 
ted his Bill ; and he failed not to ſignify to 
her that he was conſcious he had more Obli- 
gations to her than ſhe would allow him to 
acknowledge. She {till perſiſted in her Ig- 
norance of what he meant; and he could not 
obtain from her an open Acknowledgment of 
the Favour ſhe had conferred. 


All 
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All theſe Kindneſſes from almoſt a Stranger 
muſt certanily have ſome Meaning, the Reader 
will neceſſarily ſay. Dick and the Editor both 
ſaid ſo before him, and yet they could not diſ- 
cover what ſhe would be at. She declared 
ſhe would marry no Man breathing (for our 
Hero had felt her Pulſe upon that Score) and 
as to any Correſpondence of an amorous Na- - 
ture, which Dick thought might be her De- 
ſign, he found, upon the moſt diſtant Attack, 
the ſevereſt Repulſe: She rather behaved like 
a Mother than a Miſtreſs; her Beneficence 
ſeemed to flow from the Source of Friendſhip, 
not of Love. But why this caſua] * 
this ſudden Union? 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXL 


An unexpected Tranſition in Dick's QM Fairs. 
The Severities of the Faculty upon him— 
His acquired Effrontery in withſtanding 
them. An uncommon Character ſet in a true 


Light. 

A Queſtion was aſked in the laſt Chapter, 
and it ſhall be anſwered in this. Dick, 

it is true, had got a new Suit of Cloaths, 
and the Run of a good Table—But his For- 
tune was not made yet, though his Bene- 
factreſs often told him this was her Deſign, 
While they were at Tea fete à tete one Day, 
a Sedan Chair ſtopped at the Door, and a 
Female Viſitor appeared, whoſe Age and In- 
firmities intitled her, without Affectation, to 
a Cane. She was introduced to Dick under 
the Title of Lady D———, Our Hero was 
| ſome- 
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ſomewhat confuſed to find himſelf in ſuch 
good Company His Over- eagerneſs to diveſt 


himſelf of the Plebeian would have made 
him appear uncommonly ridiculous in any 


Company except the preſent, where the Ru- 
ſticity of his Manners was his greateſt Re- 
commendation; and the native Baſhfulneſs of 
Denbighſhire, which frequently overſpread 
his Cheeks with Bluſhes, communicated more 
agreeable Expreſſion than the moſt well- 
timed Repartee uttered with all the Effrontery 
of Politeneſs. _ 

After a Variety of Topics, ſuch as the News 
of the Day, Plays, Players, Operas, Hurri- 
canes, Balls, and Ronts ; Love, Friendſhip, 
and Happineſs of courſe came upon the Car- 
pet ; in which Lady D made no ſmall 
Figure as an Oratreſs, and proved to a De- 
monſtration (at leaſt ſo far as not to be con- 
tradicted by either of her Auditors) that 
Riches, Rank, and Magnificence were all 


empty Baubles, no-way conducive to Con- 


tentment, as true Felicity could only be 
founded on Love and Friendſhip. This ſhe 
accompanied with a Sigh, and a very ex- 

preſſive 
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preſſive Look towards Dick ; who obſerved, 
with all due Deference to her Ladyſhip's Opi- 
nion, that he ſhould think himſelf the hap- 
pieſt Man breathing, if he were poſſeſſed of 
only One hundred a Year clear of all Deduc- 
tions. Indeed! (reſumed her 'Ladyſhip) 
then methinks you might be very eaſily 
« made happy.” 

This Converſation with Lady D 
failed not to create a Variety of Conjectures 
in our Hero's Mind; and he doubted very 
much whether this was a caſual or an in- 
tended Rencounter between him and her 
Ladyſhip, more eſpecially as his Benefactreſs 
put ſeveral Queſtions to him after her De- 
parture, which clearly appeared to him in- 
tended to diſcover his Sentiments towards 
her Ladyſhip. 

Though Dick was ſomewhat diſconcerted 
at being thus unexpectedly ſurprized, for the 
- firſt time, into the Company of a Lady of 
Quality, yet he was not ſo far off his Guard 
as not to perceive that his Intereſt was very 
immediately connected with the favourable 
Opinion he entertained of Lady D=omome— ; 

VoL. I. N So 


178 THE PAR AS IT E. 


So that all his Anſwers united to communi- 
cate his Penetration of the utmoſt Regard to- 
wards her. Theſe Sentiments were doubt- 
leſs tranſmitted to her Ladyſhip very early; 
and in a few Days ſhe found herſelf ſo ill, as 
to require the Doctor's Attendance and 
Advice. | 

This Mandate renewed in our Hero all the 
flattering Expectations he had pictured to 
himſelf upon his firſt Arrival in this Metro- 
polis; and though he was not quite ſo ſan- 
guine at preſent as to think of keeping his 
« Vehicle, and driving into the Porte-cochere 
« of every diſpoſed or indiſpoſed Dowager of 
% Rank,” yet he fancied he was now ar- 
rived at that wiſhed-for Period when all his 
Abilities would be called in queſtion, and 
when he might look upon his Elopement 
from Wrexham as the moſt lucky Event that 
ever happened to him. | 

When the Doctor had felt her Ladyſhip's 
Pulſe, and given her ſuch a Preſcription as he 
thought would be the moſt agreeable to her, 
he failed not to receive his Fee ; and his Re- 


medies ſeemed fo well ſuited to her Conſtitu- 
5 * tion, 
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tion, and ſo completely reſtored her Health, 
that ſhe thought proper to appoint him her 
Phyſician in Ordinary, with a Salary that 
{ſurpaſſed his moſt flattering Expectations. 

It was now that Dick really moved in a 
State of eaſy Affluence; and as his natural 
Ambition prompted him to make an elegant 
Appearance, the Doctor, in this Reſpect, 
ſurpaſſed the greateſt Part of the Faculty; 
who, on their Part, failed not to attack our 
Hero's Reputation, not only as a Phyſician, 
but as a Man. It was ſoon promulgated that 
all his Pretenſions to Phyſic had no other 
Foundation than his having ated in the Ca- 
pacity of a Journeyman Apothecary.——His 
late ſhabby Appearance was contraſted to his 
preſent Magnificence ; and from theſe Pre- 
miſes they drew Concluſions that were no- 
way favourable to his Character: For they 
did not content themſelves with ſuggeſting. 
that the ſalutary Advice he gave to Lady 
D was the Source of his Affluence, but 
they even inſinuated a Criminality of Conduct 
of a more unnatural Caſt. 
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Theſe ſcandalous Aſperſions no-way af- 
feted Dick—He lived luxuriouſly, dreſſed 
well, and was in no Apprehenſions of either 
Bailiffs or their Followers ; and he in Turn 
laughed at the World, and deſpiſed Mankind. 
Tf they ſneered at the Smyrna, tittered at 
Batſon's, or laughed outright at the Bedford, 
he was now arrived at that happy State of 
Aſſurance, which Wealth is ſo apt to confer, 
as to remain callons to Ridicule, and inſen- 
ſible to Raillery. Dick picked his Teeth 
with Unconcern at the Glaſs, whilſt all Eyes 
were upon him, and the ſole Converſation 
taken up with his Practice and Appear- 
ance. 

If it may appear extraordinary that Dick, 
whoſe Baſhfulneſs was ſo completely mani- 
feſted a ſhort time ſince, even in the Com- 
pany of Females, ſhould ſo ſuddenly have ob- 
tained that conſummate Quantum of Aſſur- 
ance to ſtand the Brunt of a Conclave of pro- 
feſſed Sneerers ; let the Reader in the firſt 
place conſider his preſent Connexions, his 
Dreſs and Appearance, and, not to mention 
the Plenitude of his Purſe, only that of his 

Sromach, 
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'Stomach, and the Goodneſs of the Wine, 
which he conſtantly invited to the Aid 
of his Effrontery; let him alſo remem- 
ber, that though he has not read above 
fifty Lines ſince Dick's Cheeks were co- 
vered with Bluſhes, perhaps (by a certain 
chronological Licenſe which Editors enjoy) 
it may be at leaſt as many Weeks ſince Dr. 
Richard Swallow had the Honour of being 
firſt introduced to Lady D——— at Mrs. 
W——rs. 

If the Reader ſhould ftill imagine that the 
Queſtion which was aſked in the laſt Chapter 
is not yet anſwered, I muſt acquaint him, 
that Mrs. W——7 was neither more nor leſs 
than a profeſſed Procureſs for Ladies of 
Faſhion, who being either in want of Huſ- 
bands, or ſuch at leaſt as gratified their Paſ- 
ſions, found her very uſeful in aſſiſting 
them in the Way they required: That ſhe 
had the Art of inſinuating herſelf into the 
Huſbands Favour in ſuch a Manner, that ſo 
far from ſuſpecting her Profeſſien, they 
looked u pon themſelves as infinitely obliged | 

N 3 10 


* 


EE 


1 
1 


2 2 
2 — 
a 


Nee nnr vw N 1232 — 
— — OS; ——— - 0 * n 
» a ” — T7 my 


j 
' 
N 


1832 THE PARASITE. 


to her for the kind Advice and Aſſiſtance ſhe 
adminiſtered to their Wives. Mrs, r was 
poſſeſſed of that valuable Secret of preventing 
Impotency in Men and Barrenneſs in Nomen; 
and has been ſo amazingly ſucceſsful in her 
Cures, that ſhe has ſcarce ever had a Patient 
under her Hands who did not obtain ſpeedy 
Relief. To her Skill and powerful Aſſiſt- 
ance many honourable Heirs are indebted 
for their Exiſtence, to the great Joy of their 
illuſtrious Fathers and Families. It were 
needleſs to add that by theſe Means Mrs. 
IW. had amaſſed a very genteel Compe- 
tence, together with the Friendſhip and Ac- 
knowledgments of the Huſbands of many 
Ladies of a cold Conſtitution, 

This Illuſtration of Mrs. N. r's Cha- 


rater will certainly ſerve for a ſufficient 


Clue to her Kindneſs and Benevolence to- 


wards our Hero; and though he had for a 
long time conſidered her as one of the moſt 


_ generous, diſintereſted Women breathing, 


he had ere now diſcovered no {mall Tinc- 
ture of perſonal Regard in her Compoſi- 
tion; 
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tion : For he had learned, from a Quarter 
whoſe Intelligence could not be diſputed, 
that ſhe had received no leſs than a Bank 
Note of a Hundred Pounds for the good 
Offices ſhe had employed towards Lady 
D—_— | 
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C HAP. XXII. 


An Obſervation verified. Accidentally meets 


with Mrs. Fillet, in a very unexpected 

Situation. Her Adventures from the Time 
of Dick's Departure from her Huſband. - A 
modern Character or two illuſtrated. 


Have ſeen it remarked ſomewhere, that 
there never was a kept Woman without 
being a Keeper, or a Stallion without being 
a Whoremaſter. Dick verified the Obſerva- 
tion; for he in Return acted with as much 
Generoſity towards the Sex as he found they 
exerciſed towards him, Indeed it cannot be 
imagined that Dick, who was not above Five- 
and-twenty, naturally of a robuſt Conſtitu- 
tion, and now pampered with luxuriant 
Living, could confine his Inclinations or his 
Embraces 
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Embraces to a vegetating Mummy, whoſe 
Deſires were as nauſeating as they were inſa- 
tiable. No, Dick really entertained a Lady 
with ſome Pomp and Magnificence. 

Dick, whoſe Friends were now pretty nu- 
merous, being at Supper one Night at the 
Shakeſpear, after the Glaſs had briſkly circu- 
lated, it was agreed that the Merriment of 
the Converſation ſhould be enlivened by the 
Aſſiſtance of Female Vivacity; and Meſ- 
ſengers were preſently diſpatched, who ſoon 
convened Four Ladies, who were regularly in- 
troduced. What was Dick's Surprize at ſee- 
ing the laſt who entered, when he found in 
her the Features, Voice, and Comportment 
of. Mrs. Fillet but diveſted of that modeſt 
Look and engaging Air which formerly had 
ſo much captivated him. He took the firſt 
Opportunity of calling her aſide, to convince 
himſelf whether or no he was miſtaken, His 
Dreſs and Appearance had as much diſguiſed 
Dick to her, as her libidinous Air and Ge- 
ſtures had disfigured her to him. Their 
Doubts were however ſoon removed, and 
they found they had ſufficient Grounds to 
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claim a prior Acquaintance; which induced 
them early to retire, with very little Cere- 
mony, to a neighbouring Bagnio, where they 


| Paſſed the Remainder of the Night. 


After our Hero had ſufficiently gratified 
one Paſſion, that of Curioſity came into Play 
and at his Requeſt ſhe gave him the follow- 
ing Detail of her Adventures ſince Mr. Fil- 
let had made the fatal Diſcovery which diſ- 


miſſed him from his Service, and her from 


his Bed. | 
« You muſt be ſenſible (faid ſhe) that I 
* did not long remain under the ſame Roof 
„% with Mr. Fillet, My Reſidence with him 
c was of no later Date than the Time ne- 
* ceſſary to obtain a Divorce in the Com- 
© mons; for he ſaid he did not think it 
& was worth his While to be at the Expence 
* of an Act of Parliament to be ſeparated 
« from a Woman of ſuch abandoned Princi- 
« ples, eſpecially as he could never think of 
* uniting again with that profligate Sex, I 
* took a Lodging in a Part of the Town 
© where I was unknown, and was endea- 
ce vouring to get Employment for my Needle, 
© As, 
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as, upon repeated Applications to my Fa- 
ther, I found his Avarice had precluded 
me, more than the falſe Step I had been 
guilty of, from the Expectation of any 
Relief from that Quarter. All my Ap- 
plications for Employment were however 
fruitleſs ; and finding what little Money I 
had been poſſeſſed of nearly exhauſted, I 
was not over-ſcrupulous in accepting of an 
Offer which was made me by a Gentle- 
man, of living with him and going by 
his Name. In this Situation I was tole- 
rably eaſy, till ſuch time as he was obliged 
to go Abroad, when I ſoon found myſelt 
again unprovided for Support. How- 
ever, Mrs. G—»y, with whom I had made 
an Acquaintance during my Connexion 
with Captain L—, having frequently 
purchaſed Lace of her, ſoon put me in a 
Way of getting Money pretty faſt. She 
told me ſhe had a Set of Gentlemen of the 


& firſt Faſhion who frequented her Houſe ; and 
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that as 1 had never been in Company, 1 
might command my own Price from them. 
In this ſhe did not deceive me ; but at the 


End of Six Months, I found I had made 


66 no 


— 


2 


- {> 
— 


- 1 


"Aa r 4 __ _ p . _— * 
Z — Jo >. . xz * 4 5 
- * AD hy =o a * * = 2 —_— 


- 3 
1 
22 


n 


— . — 


r _— 2 4 
— — ES 
- 5 * 


_—_—— 


ST THE PARASITTE:. 


«xg great Acquiſition by my Induſtry, fave 


% Laces, Gewgaws, and a big Belly, She 
* took this Opportunity of telling me it 
* would be prudent of me to make ſome 
< Preparations for my Lying- in; and adviſed 
e me to take a genteel Houſe in the polite 
Part of the Town, as I might have Credit 
for Honſhold Furniture, or whatever elſe I 
might want, upon her Recommendation. 


I was eaſily prevailed upon to follow the 


Advice of a Woman of her Experience, 


= and accordingly hired a houſe in Green- 


Street, Greſvenor-Square, which was fur- 
„ niſhed by an Upholſterer whom ſhe recom- 
„ mended, to the Amount of Six hundred 
Pounds. This Sum, great as it was, did 
« not terrify me, as I was to diſcharge it at 
Ten Pounds a Week, which I found no great 
« Difficulty to perform for the firſt Two 
Months; fo extenſive a Dominion had 1 
e then obtained over the Men, and ſo incon- 
* teſtible was the Price I fixed upon my 
« Kindneſs. But at the End of this Period, 
„] naturally arrived at the critical Time that 
„rendered me unable to entertain my Ena- 
N * moratos, 
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* moratos, and conſequently their Preſents 
* diſcontinued with my Favours. It was 
* now that I found myſelf preſſed on every 
Side for Money, but particularly from my 
* Upholſterer, whom I could not prevail 
* upon to allow me Time to recover my 
* Health, when I ſhould certainly have beer 
„as capable as ever of performing my En- 
« gagement. In a word, he compelled me 
* to make over to him a Bill of Sale of all 
* my Goods; when he diſpoſed of them by 
% Auction, to ſome of his own appointed 
% Purchaſers, for about One hundred Pounds; 
* ſo that I was compelled to give him a 
« Bond for the Remainder of the Money, 
*« which, notwithſtanding the Payments I 
had made of Eighty Pounds, ſtill conti- 
*« nued to be Four hundred and Twenty 
„Pounds. This Step taken by my Uphol- 
< ſterer alarmed the Reſt of my Creditors : 1 
found myſelf environed on every Side by 
* daily Demands for Money, which ſoon pro- 
e duced Writs and Confinement. I had no 
„ ſooner got Bail for one Debt than 1 
was diſtreſſed for another; I preſently 


8 found 
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* found I had exhauſted all my Friends, 
and that it were in vain any longer to 
think of eſcaping a Gaol. After being 
* confined ſome Days in Newgate, as the 
« County Gaol, I was moved by Habeas 
„Corpus to the Fleet, where I remained ſe- 
“ yeral Months, till at length I was releaſed 
* by the late Act of Grace. Since that Time 
Mrs. G——y and I having had a complete 
* Rupture, by Reaſon of ſome Diſcoveries IL 
had made concerning the Intrigues between 
« her and the Upholſterer, I have been 
s obliged to take my Chance in the common 
1 Courſe of Proſtitution.” 
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